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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


THE 
Lord Viſcount CHARLEMONT. 


My Lonp, 

HE Subject of the fol- 
lowing Eſſay is, next 
to our Religion and 

Liberties, of the higheſt Im- 

4 portance 


- 


? 


DEDICATION. 
portance to this Kingdom, 
and 1s, further, of worthy and 
weighty Concern to every Part 
of the yet known World. It 
is, therefore, addreſſed where 
thoſe Intereſts are moſt nearly 


United, in the beſt Lover of 


Ireland, and warmeſt Friend 
of Mankind. 


Your infant Studies and 


early Travels muſt, in ſome 
Meaſure, have prevented your 
Acquaintance with the Coun- 
try, for whoſe Benefit thoſe 
Studies and Travels were prin- 
cipally intended: And, when 

9 Vou 


RIS 


DEDICATION. 
You imported to Us a living 
Collection of All that was va- 
luable, from Abroad ; Sick- 
[neſs came, like a Cloud, be- 
tween You and your Country, 
and did not permit Her to per- 
ceive, with due Force and At- 
| tention, either the Warmth 
of the Influence or Brightneſs 
of the Example. 


I beg Leave, on this Occa- 
ſion, to aſſume the Honour of 

_ recommending a greater Inti- 

macy between your Lordſhip 

and this Nation, and of- open- 


ing, 


DEDICATION. 
ing, to your Eye, ſome Ave- 
nues that lead to the Welfare 
of Ireland, which have lain, for 
many Ages, undiſcerned or 
untrodden. 


J wiſh not to have it con- 
cealed from your Lord(hip, 
that the Eyes of your Country 
are now turned upon You ; 
and that She expects all the 
Benefits and Advantages, at 
your Hands, that Genius can 
comprehend, Benevolence dic- 
tate, and Power promote. 


THAT 


DEDICATION. 
THrar your Lordſhip may 
long continue the Delight of 
your Friends, the Ornament 
of Ireland, and an Honour to 
the human Species, is the 
warmeſt Wiſh of, 
© "BE Lokb, 

the moſt orateful, 

moſt faithful, 

and moſt affectionate 


of your Servants, 


H. BROOKE. 


EIT oO ee 


ER 
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THE 


INTERESTS 


OF 


IRELAND 


CONSIDERED, Ge. 


\ROM the Beginning of the 
World, the Efforts of Man- 
kind, for the procuring of 

Riches, have yet only amounted to 
* two 


[\3@ I | 
two {imple Means, the firſt by the 
Labour of their own Hands, the ſe- 


cond by employing the Hands of 
Others. * 


NarT1ons, like Men, have, there- 
fore, but two Jays whereby they 
may worthily acquire Wealth, the 
Firſt by Induſtry, the Second by 
Merchandizing, the firſt by the La- 
bour and Art of their own Hands, 
the ſecond by making Advantage of 
the Art and Labour of Others. Na- 
tions, therefore, like Men, may be 


Manufacturers, or Merchants. 


Now, as nothing is Wealth, but 
ſo far as it is valuable, nor any 
Thing valuable, but ſo far as it is 
v/eful, it muſt neceſſarily follow that 
the Wealth of this World conſiſts 
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„ 
in what artificial Induſtry can pro- 
duce from it for the Well-being of 
Man. 


Troven Vanity may eſteem Gold 
for its Glitter, though Avarice may 
hoard it, and regard it as the End, 
not the Means of Enjoyment ; 
ſhould it pleaſe Heaven to cover the 
Earth with a Shower of the Metal 
ſo univerſally coveted, it would in- 
ſtantly become a uſeleſs and unde- 


ſireable Nuſance. 


As Money, however, 1s uſeful, 
ſo far alſo is it valuable, and it is 
worthily efteemed Wealth i in a two- 
fold Gerit) The Material, which 


is ductile and durable, is of intrin- 


ſic Value, as it ſerves, in numberleſs 
Inftances, to furniſh the Means of 
B 2 Convenience 


[ x2 ] 


Convenience and Comfort to Man, 
It hath alſo a relative Value, as a 
Pawn, or Promiſe, for the return 
of ſuch a Quantity of Commodities 
as People have conſented to give in 
Exchange. : 


Tux relative Value of Money is, 
however, merely arbitrary, and may 
be encreaſed, abated, or aboliſhed 
at pleaſure. For, in proceſs of 
Time, as the Circulation of Metals 
by Weight ſucceeded to Barter, and 
the Circulation of Coin to that 
of Metals by Weight ; a higher 


Refinement hath been further in- 


vented for adding Motion and Ex- 
tention to Induſtry and Commerce. 


Paper, a material in itſelf of no 


manner of Value, was ſubſtituted as 
a Medium of ſuch Circulation, and, 
by the common Credit which 

Was 


[3447 
was given to certain Marks and Sig- 
natures, made greater Diſpatch in 
Buſineſs and Payments, was more 
readily transferred, more ſecurely pre- 
ſerved, and more eaſily . recovered, 
when ſtolen or miſlaid, than any 
Species of Coin or other Contri- 
VAnce. 


From hence it is evident that the 
Credit, which is given to any Me- 
dium of Circulation, is that alone 
which conſtitutes the Yalue thereof. 

That Shells, Parchment, Paper, 
Leather, or any Kind of Material, 
to which ſuch. Credit ſhould be an- 
nexed by common. Conſent, would 
be of equal Eſtimation with gold 
and filver Coin. That a Perſon, 
who had a Note for two Million 
ſterling on the Bank of England or 
Amſterdam, would not exchange that 
ſingle 


[14 ] 


ſingle Scrap of Paper for all the 
Specie that is current throughout the 
Kingdom of Ireland. And, that, 
if Trade and Commerce could be 
carried on, Art and Induſtry duly 
encouraged, Superfluities equally 
vended, and Wants equally ſupplied, 
without the Intervention of Money ; 
though all the Coin in the World 
ſhould be inſtantly melted down, the 
World would not be one Penny the 


poorer. 


Ir is, therefore, the Manvupac- 
TURER, alone, who raiſes and pro- 
duces whatever real Wealth this 
World contains. But, if Manu- 
facturers, like ſome Kinds of Shell- 
fiſh, were confined to certain Bounds, 
beyond which they could neither re- 
ceive nor communicate Nouriſhment, 


the 


1 . L 15 J 

9 =z 7 * ; . ' 
3 the World muſt have ſtill continued 
in its primitive Ignorance and 
Want. | | 


— 


Hear, then, the Mzrxcyuant is 
| happily introduced, for, though he 
3 adds nothing to the Wealth of the 
| World, that Wealth, in a great 
FF meaſure would prove uſeleſs and in- 
ſignificant, if the Merchant did not 
diſpenſe it, and, by ſuch Diſpenſa- 
tion, promote a Succeſhon of the 
like Manufactures. 


N 
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Mad and Countries have their 
ſeveral Advantages and Defects. God 
ſuffers not any diſtin& Climate upon 
Earth to be anſwerable, to the Wants 
and Defires of its Inhabitants. Dif- I 
ferent Men are endowed with dif- : 
ferent Talents and Powers, inſuffi- 
| | 1 cient 


[ 16 + 
cient in many Reſpects, though ſu- 
perfluous, in others, to their own 
Occaſions. Different Countries are 
alſo endowed with different Pro- 
ductions, fuperfluous in many Reſ- 
pects to the Natives, though neceſ- 
ſary or deſirable for the Well-being 


of F * 


Now theſe alternate Qualities, of 


Deficience and Abundance, at once 


invite and impel all Men and all 


Countries to claim and to impart that 
reciprocal Aſſiſtance which is deno- 


minated Commerce. Each gives 
what he can ſpare, each receives 
what he wants; the Exchange is to 


the mutual Advantage of all Parties. 
And, could a Method be found out, 


for encouraging Manufacturers to 
perſevere in their Induſtry and im- 


prove 


LI 


prove in their Arts, by a quick Sale 
and Conveyance of all their Redun- 
dancies, neither Want nox Superflu- 


ity could find place upon Earth. 


From the Premiſſes it muſt fol- 
low, that Three cardinal Articles 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary to the 
Welfare of Mankind, a MANU- 
FACTURER to produce Wealth, a 
MERCHANT to diſpenſe 1 it, and a 
PASSAGE for conveying it between 
Party and Party ; and, that any Two 
of the Three would be uſeleſs to 
the World without the other. 


To this Truth, God and Nature 
bear Witneſs from the Beginning, 
and have pointed out and dictated 


both the Means and conſequent Be- 
C nefits, 


[18] 
nefits, if Man had but the Atten- 
tion to obſerve, and the Apphcation 
to purſue his own Advantage. 


If Earth had been ordained to 
occupy the Places of the Ocean and 
intervening Seas and Lakes; the 
ſeveral Deſarts, Mountains, and Mar- 
ſhes, together, with the Difficulty, 
Danger, Toil, and Expence of Land- 
Carriage, 5 have utterly pre- 
cluded all Commerce and Commu- 
nication to any conſiderable Extent. 
Nothing but inſtant Want could, in 
ſuch a Caſe, have excited to —_ 
onal Induſtry. All Art would have 
remained in Embryo, or, if here 
and there brought forth, would have 
found neither ö nor 
Example for Improvement, and a 


World, without Commerce, Induſ- 
5 5 : iy, 


[19] 
try and Art, muſt have nearly con- 
tinued in the Want, Ignorance, and 
Barbariſm of the inland Natives of 
Africa, America, and other Regi- 
ons, who are beholden to their 
Form, and ſome Glimmerings of 
Reaſon, for the Superiority that 
they appear to retain over Brutes. 


Bur, God, who framed Mankind 
for Society and Acts of mutual and 
extenſive Benevolence, hath given 
them Means and Incitements for the 
Exerciſe of thoſe various and bene- 
ficent Talents, with which He hath 
endowed Each, for the Advantage of 
Others. 


Writs he appears to ſeparate the 
ſeveral Nations of the Earth, from 
cach other, by the Intervention of 


Ca Seas, 


ſ 20 |] 
Seas, Lakes and Rivers; he hath 


actually and intimately united them 
thereby. 


Wars ſerves to the Art and Na- 
vigation of Man, as Air ſeryes to 
the Wings of the Feathered Species. 
It is the eaſy and ſpeedy Medium, 
the ready Conduit and Conveyance, 
whereby all Redundancies are car- 
ried, and all Wants ſupplied. It 
makes Man, as 1t were, a Denizen 
of every Country on the Globe. It 
ſhortens every Diſtance, and brings 
the remoteſt Regions to Neighbour- 
hood and Converſe. It carries and 
communicates the Knowlege, the 
Virtues, Manufactures, and Arts of 
each Climate to all. It gives new 
Springs and Motives to Induſtry, 
Action, and Invention. It gives a 

general 


[ 2x ] 
general Importance to the meaneſt 
Manufacturer. It makes Man to be 
literally the Lord of the Creation, 
it gives him an Intereſt in whatever 
is done upon Earth, the Producti- 
ons of every Region, and the Tri- 
bute of every Nation. 


NerruEx did God, by the Medi- 
um of Seas and Lakes alone, intro- 
duce, as it were, the Shores of all 
Lands to each other. He further 
opened the Avenues of this benefi- 
cent Communication into the Bo- 
ſoms of many Countries, by Rivers, 
which He made navigable for Hun- 
dreds of Leagues. And, almoſt, 
to all Countries He appointed the 
like Capacity, by Millions of con- 
venient Currents and Streams; that 
ſomething might be left to the In- 

| genuity 


ES // 
genuity and Application of the 
Creature, for perfecting by Art what 
was only prepared by Nature; and 
that Man, following the Example 
and Precedent of his benevolent 
Creator, might, in Time, by the 
Effect of his own Skill and Labour, 
knit into one Family, and weave 
into one Web, the Affinity and Bro- 
therhood of all Mankind. 


Here, then, is a Matter altoge- 
ther unaccountable. 


Man hath received, by the ſole 
Means and Medium of Navigation, 
whatever real Benefit he enjoyeth 
upon Earth; all Knowlege, all Sci- 
ence, Arts, Crafts, Inventions, all 
the Conveniencies, Comforts, De- 
lights, and 33 of Life, have 


been 


1 
been produced, promoted, propa- 
gated, and communicated thereby. 
60 himſelf provided this Medi- 
um of Bleſſings to Human- kind, and 
prepared the Means, and pointed 
the Method, for making the ſame 
of univerſal Benefit and Extent, as 
clearly as the Heavens declare his 
own Glory, as intelligibly, as Signs 
can ſignify, or Words can ſpeak. 
And yet, even in Europe, the polite 
Parent of Greece and Rome, the 
Seat of Liberty, and Letters, of 
Elegance, and Arts, this Bleſfing 
and Benefit of Inland Navigation, 
ſo obviouſly offered, and of ſuch 
infinite Import, hath lain wholly 
dormant, unregarded, and unattend- 
ed to, till within the narrow Term 
of theſe two laſt Centuries. 


L 24 ] 


Tus World, from its Beginning 
to that late Period, can produce but 
one Inſtance of, any Nation who 
derived to themſelves the Advan- 
tages, ſo plainly appointed of Na- 
ture, by opening a Navigation into 


the Boſom of their Country. 


Tuar Nation is China, and on 
that Account, they boaſt, with great 
Appearance of Juſtice, that the 
World hath been comparatively 
blind to their own Intereſts, and 
that Europe has but lately opened 
one Eye. 


Tux Country, of this opulent 
People, extends from under- the 
Tropic of Cancer to_ about' Thir- 
teen Hundred Miles North; and 

therefore, 
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therefore, contains 'within itſelf all 


the Variety of Climate, and De- 
grees of Heat and Cold, that are 


requiſite for the ſeveral . 


upon Earth. Inſpired, by ſome 


Forecaſt or Intelligencer not impart- 
ed to the reſt of Mankind, they 
quartered their vaſt Continent into 
Canals of ſeveral Thouſands of 
Leagues in Extent; and it is affirm- 
ed, that, at this Day, theſe Canals 
contain above Ten Million of Per- 
ſons who daily and a navigate 
their Waters. 


Tnesk Canals ſerve as Links or 
Chords to the grand Community of 


the Chineſe, they bind Region to 


Region, Houſe to Houſe, and Man 
to Man, and hold the Whole as one 


Syſtem or Family together. This 


D 12 great 
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great Kingdom is, thereby, become 


as one Cs: and the Canals, as ſo 
many Streets, through which Plenty 
is diffuſed by Commerce to every 
Part. If any Art or uſeful Inventi- 
on commences or receives Improve- 
ment in any Place of China, it is 
immediately conveyed to every Part 
thereof, for Imitation and Advance- 
ment. No Portion of this wide 
Continent lies waſte or uncultivated, 
becauſe the Canals are as ſo many 
Markets brought to every Man's 
Door, and, by the perpetual De- 


mand of whatever is ſaleable, incite 


the Natives to exert themſelves in 
providing all the Redundancies they 
poſhbly can, that they may derive 
Wealth to themſelves by ſupplying 
the Wants of others. Thus, 
throughout the expanded Dominion 


of 
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of China, nothing is waſted, no- 
thing loſt, nothing . no- 
thing wanting. All are employed, 
active, induſtrious, ingenious, and 
thriving. Their Canals are to them, 
what Seas are to the reſt of the 
Globe. They are thereby become, 
as a World within themſelves, ſuf- 
ficient to their own Happineſs and 
Occaſions. And China is now re- 
puted to contain about One Hun- 
dred and Twenty Million of prof- 
pering Inhabitants. 


Tun World 6 and was ſurpri- 
ſed at the Proſperity of the Chine/e, 
but aſcribed it all to a peculiar Ge- 
nius for Induſtry and Ingenuity in 
that People; nor once animadverted 


on the truly efficient Cauſe, without 
* 2 which 


L 28 ] 
which neither that Induſtry nor In- 
genuity could ſubſiſt. 


Fox Proof, let us ſuppoſe the 
People of China at once deprived of 
their Canals, and thereby deprived 
of their Medium for Correſpondence 
and Commerce. The Inhabitants, 
of Regions divided by ſo many 
Hundreds of Miles, would, there- 
upon, inſtantly become Strangers to 
each other. The Growths and Ma- 
nufactures, peculiar to one Climate, 
would no more be exchanged for 
the Growths and Manufactures pecu- 
liar to another. Redundancies would 
periſh here, and Wants, there, re- 
main unſupplied. Art and Induſtry 
would ceaſe to cultivate what was no 
longer demanded. Each would grow 
ſolicitous to purvey for the bare Sup- 
port 


[ 29 ] 
port of Exiſtence alone, without 
regard to further Convenience or 
Gratification. And this illuſtrious 
People would gradually degenerate 
to the Sloth, Ignorance, and Want, 
of the other inland Inhabitants of 
the unnavigated Parts of the Earth. 


Tus Seven United Provinces of 
the Netherlands are more literally 
and firmly united, by their Canals 
for Inland Navigation, than by any 
Connexion of Law or Syſtem of 


Policy. ; 


Azovr the Year 1 580, theſe Pro- 
vinces, having confederated for the 
Recovery of their Liberties, caſt off 
the Spaniſh Yoke, and, being hem- 
med in, from the Continent, by po- 
pulous and powerful Neighbours, 

they 


89.4 
they found themſelves for ever pre- 
cluded from any Proſpect of advanc- 
ing their Fortune by Land. The 


Sea, however, lay open to their 


Views and Excurſions; they ſeized 


on this Element as their only hope- 
ful Inheritance; they commenced 
Merchants, they became Inhabitants 
of the Deep; by Commerce they 
gradually arrived at Empire, and aſ- 
ſumed the chief Propriety and Prin- 
cipality of the Ocean. 


Wullx their Trade was yet in its 


Minority, the interior Parts of thole 


Provinces began to envy the Ex- 
terior, and wiſhed equally to par- 
take the Advantage of a Navigation, 


by which alone they could propoſe” 


to acquire Power and Opulence. 


Without any Reflexion on the Ex- 
ample 
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ample of the Chineſe, Neceſſity ur- 
ged, on one Side, and Nature in- 
vited, on the other, to open to 
themſelves a Paſſage into the Ocean, 
Their Country was flat, and re- 
pleniſhed with Lakes and Rivers. 
They cut, quartered, and divided 
it, by as many Canals as anſwer to 
the Ducts and Veins in the Human 
Body, for the Diſpenſation of Life 
and Nouriſhment. By theſe Means, 
thoſe Seven Provinces became, at 
length, as a great and extended 
Metropolis to the Univerſe; and 
through their Canals, as through 
paved and ſpacious High-Ways, the 
World reſorted with all its Wealth. 


In Time, the Soil, with the utmoſt 


Induſtry, became inſufficient for the 
Subſiſtence of One Third of the 
Multitude of its Inhabitants; but 

their 


[ 32 ] 
their Canals were ready Outlets and 
Inlets for Supplies; through theſe 
they imported the Superfluities of 

all Nations; and, having ſatisfied 
their own Occaſions, they fold out 
the Remainder to the Wants of 
Mankind for Double the principal 
Coſt of the Whole. 


Tuxsꝝ Benefits they derived from 
their Canals, as ME RC HAN TS; 
nor did they derive leſs from the 
ſame Canals, as MANUFACT U- 
RERS. The perpetual Market, 
which theſe Canals had opened. to 
the ſurrounding World, invited the 
Induſtrious and Ingemious of all o- 
ther Nations, to gather, and reſide, 
where they were aſſured of an im- 
mediate Demand for all the Pro- 
ducts of their Art and Labour. 

Hence, 
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Hence, their Manufactures, of 
broad Cloths, Camblets, Serges, 
Druggets, Linens, Diapers, Da- 
maſks, Velvets, Sattins, Silks, gold 
and ſilver Brocades, Ribbands, Laces, 
Tapeſtries, earthen Wares, Marbles, 
Sugars, Oils, Drugs, Cordage, Pipes, 
Paper, &c. &c. ſoon grew into 
univerſal Eftimation and Requeſt. 
So encouraged, and fo incited, nei- 
ther the Lame, nor the Blind, nor 
the Maimed fat unemployed. Every 
Child was taught it's Trade, from 
the Moment it could apply it's little 
Hands to a regular Motion, and 
brought to the Parents vaſt Sums, 
in Lieu of an infinite Variety of 
Trifles and Toys which were diſ- 
perſed among the Idle of the other 
Children of Men. 


E - FRE 
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THE DAY before Mr. PITT 
was called to the Miniſtry of Great- 
Britain, France was looked upon as 
the moſt powerful of any Nation 
upon Earth; the ſurrounding World 
beheld them with an Eye of jealous 
Apprehenſion; and their Ambition 
and Aim at univerſal Monarchy has 
been the Dread and the Theme of 
half a Century among their Neigh- 
bours. And yet the Eyes of Thoſe 


are open, though their Memory may 


have failed, who have ſeen France, 


as they now ſee Ireland, a poor, 


impotent, idle, and deſpiſed People. 


LEW IS the 14th, a very little 
King, till he acquired a new Title, 
by making a great Nation, ſaw, en- 
vied, and imitated the Policies of 
the ſeven Provinces. He wanted, 


indeed, | ] 3 
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indeed, the Advantages of a level 
Soil, for inland Navigation, which 
his Neighbours the Dutch poſſeſſed; 
but his enterprizing Genius and in- 
defatigable Application were raiſed 
to the Dithculties with which he 
encountered. He banked, opened, 
deepened, and cleared many Rivers, 
which wanted nothing further to be 
made capable of Navigation to a 
great Extent into the Country. To 
the vaſt Canal de Briare, begun by 
his Grand-father Harry (the firſt At- 
tempt of that Kind in Europe) he 
added Thoſe of Orleans, Calais, 
Mardyck, &c. with that ſtupendous 
One of Languedoc, which he carried 
through Hills and Rocks, over Ri- 
vers, and under Mountains, from 
the Mediterranean Sea to the At- 
lantic Ocean. 
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Ir is needleſs to repeat the Ad- 
vantages that then did, and muſt 


ever neceſſarily enſue, in conſequence 


of ſuch Meaſures. Merchants and 
Manufacturers, like Pyramus and 
Thiſbe, want nothing but the re- 
moval of envious Obſtacles, to meet, 


and to multiply a ſimilary Progeny. 


France, ſpeedily, though inſenſibly, 


expanded, and aroſe to an amazing 
and fearful Height of Wealth and 
Power. Her infinite Variety, of 
fine Wares and Manufactures, ſtill 
lye ready to be exported in her own 
or other Bottoms, from the inmoſt 
Regions of her great Continent to 
all Parts of the Globe. And though 
ſhe ſhould ceaſe to be a Merchant, 
and that England did not leave her 
a 4 nge — on the Ocean, She 


would 


LE 
XZ would be powerful and proſperous 
XZ by her INLAND NAVIGA- 
| TION. 


Now, if theſe three Countries, of 
x China, France, and the united Pro- 

vinces, are, confeſſedly, the moſt 
populous, powerful, wealthy, ac- 
tive, artful, and induſtrious, of any 
in the Univerſe; I aſk, why are they 
ſo? How came they to be ſo popu- 
lous, whence have they their Power, 
where got they their Wealth, what 
incited them to this Action, what in- 
ſpired them with this Art, what 
moved them to this Induſtry ? Did 
all theſe Advantages drop down-to 
them from the Moon, or was it 
Chance or ſome periodical and pecu- 
liar Fatality, that has ſo wonderfully 
bleſſed theſe great Favourites of For- 


tune 


" LE 
tuned They are the only Countries, 
throughout the World, that have 
done any Thing conſiderable toward 
an inland Navigation; and we find 
them, of all Others, the moſt popu- 
lous and proſperous. We alſo find 
| that this Proſperity and Navigation 
| bear equal Date, and that they 
commenced, increaſed, and ſtill go 


Hand in Hand, together. 


IT 1s here, then, that the Expe- 
perience of theſe three great Nations 
bear unqueſtionable Teſtimony to 


the Truths of the Premiſſes, That 
Induſtry is the Parent of the Wealth 
of this World. That no Man's In- 
duſftry is ſufficient to his own Oc- 
caſons. That the mutual Aſſiſtance 
denominated Commerce is, there- 
fare, neceſſary to the well-being 
G 
* 


* 
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of all People. That the reciprocal 
Advantage of this Commerce conſiſts in 
ſupplying mutual Wants with mutual 
Redundancies. That this Commerce, 
however, cannot be carried on without 
a Medium for the Conveyance of 
ſuch Supplies. That ſuch a Me- 
dium, by Land, even where it ts 
hracticable, is tedious, toilſome, eu- 
 penſroe, extremely diſcouraging, and 
cannot be puſhed to any conſiderable 
Extent or Effect. That God, how- 
ever, hath opened for the Purpoſe, an 
eaſy, ſpeedy and univerſal Medium of 
Seas, Lakes, and Rivers, Part of which 
he hath left unnavigable, that Man : 
might finiſh, by Art, what Nature 
had prepared, and ar te, in ſome 
Degree to his own Advantages, That, 
accordin, ly, China, France, Holland, 
and England of late, have endea- 
woured to Fray the Path fo divinely 
appointed, : 


. %˙—êÄęÄ de nr rl en 
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appointed, and that Power, Wealth, 


and Proſperity, have flowed in upon 
them, it Proportion as they have 
opened the Medium of Water-car- 
riage for its Reception. And, that 
Cauſes, which have produced Ef- 
feats, without Variation, from the 


Beginning of the World to the pre- 
ſent Period, muſt be preſumed to 
produce the like Effects, through all 


Countries and Ages to the End of 
Time. 


TRELAMND, ts: being an 
Iſland, has the Advantage of all 


Continents; and, of all Iſlands, She 
is the moſt happily ſituated for the 
Approach of Merchants. She muſt, 


conſequently, exceed the World, in 


the Demand and Exportation of her 
Manufactures, whenever She can 
equal Others in her Induſtry and 

| . 
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Art. Her whole Coaſt is incircled : 
with as fine Bays, Havens, and Har- 
bours as any in the Univerſe. She 
has no Straits nor winding Channels 
to make Acceſs difficult. All Winds 
lead directly to and from her Shores, 
and invite Ships- from all Countries 
into her Ports. | 


Tus far, GOD, by Nature, hath 
been ſuperlatively beneficent to 
Ireland. Neither hath He ſtopt 
here. He hath more than half 
finiſhed the Work of that Proſperity, 
to which He invites her, by a Pleni- 
tude of the fineſt Rivers, Lakes, and 
Streams, which water her higheſt 

Grounds, and pour from her loftieſt 
Mountains; ſo that, nothing, now, 
is wanting, but the Labour of a few 
of her own Hands, to accompliſh 

* the 
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L 42] 
the Navigation that Nature has ſo 
amply prepared, and, by dividing 


her Soil, in the ſeveral requiſite Di- 4 


rections, from Sea to Sea, and Port 
to Port, to make her the TH O- 
ROUGH-FARE AND MART 
OF THE WORLD. 


Hap the Bounties, of a Patriot- 
Parliament, which, for twenty Years 
paſt, have been ſo ſolicitouſly and 
affectionately applied to the reviving, 
ſupporting, and foſtering, of many 
unproſpering Branches of the 
Growths and Manufactures of this 
Country ; had theſe Bounties, I ay, 


been applied to this UNIVERSAL 


ROOT of all Induſtry 
an INLAND 


and Art, 


flowed 


NAVIGATION; 
all good Conſequences muſt * 


e 
. 
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flowed from the ONE THING 
NEEDFUL. | 


Bur, it is not yet too late; nay, 


it is begun, and in great Forward- 


neſs. That very Parliament hath. 
ſowed the Seed of our aſſured Proſ- 
perity, and it is already over Ground, 
and ripening to Harveſt. 


I would not, however, deceive 
the meaneſt of my Countrymen. 
Though the Navigation, ſo much 
wanted, ſo indiſpenſably previous to 
dhe Proſperity of this Country, ſhould 
be compleated To-morrow, Great- 
Britain, France, and Holland, will 
yet have Means, of acquiring Power 
and Opulence, which reland muſt 
not look for. 


F 2 Great 


[44] 


Great-Brieain, France, and Hol- 
land, are Merchants ; to which na- 
tional Profeſſion two Articles are 
previouſly neceſſary; the firſt of 
which is an ab/elute Independence by 
Land; and the ſecond an indepen- 
dent Dominion by Sea. 


Tux firſt great Merchant of the 
World was Tyre, the Second Car- 
thage, and the Third Alexandria, 
of whoſe unparalleled Grandeur and 
immenſe Opulence nothing now re- 
mains, but the Memory and Example. 
During the Times of Gothic Igno- 
rance, and of Turkiſh Antipathy to 
Literature and Arts, very little was 
done in the Way of Merchandiſing. 
Till Fenice and Genoa aroſe on the 
Ocean, who were, 1n time, eclipſed 


by 


[ 45 ] 
by Holland, who is now alſo rivalled 
by France and Great-Britain. 


"$5208 4 


Taz incomparable Dignity, to 
which a People may arrive through 
this Profeſſion, is atteſted by Tyre, 
who withſtood the three firſt Mo- 
narchies of the World led againſt 
her, by Nebuchadnezar, and Alex- 
ander the Great; and it 1s fur- 
ther . witneſſed by Carthage, who 
was very hardly ſubdued by the 

* fourth Monarchy of the Romans. 
Neither 1s this to be wondered at, if 
we do but refle& on an indiſput- 
able Maxim, that he Lord of the 
Ocean is the Lord of all Lands. 


Taz Dignity, however, which is 
attained by Merchandizing, is ob- 
noxious to infinite Envy and Rival- 


ſhip, 
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ſhip, and, therefore, hath not proved 
of any very durable Advantage to 


the Profeſſors: While the Manu- 


facturer is unenvied, careſſed, and 
encouraged, and applied to, and re- 


warded, by all Mankind. 


Treland, therefore, has no Man- 
ner of Reaſon to regret her being 
precluded from the precarious Pro- 


feſſion of a MERCHANT; while, 
through an inland Navigation, She 


may attract and perpetuate to her- 


ſelf all the Happineſs that the 

Wealth of the whole World can 
yield ; by the reputable and unen- 
vied Profeſſion of a MANUFAC- 
TURER. 


Ae neither is, nor ever was, 
nor ever will be a Merchant. Vet, 
by 
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by the Advantages of Art and In- 
duſtry, upheld, actuated, and pro- 
pagated by her inland Navigation, 
She is the moſt populous and opu- 
lent of any Country upon Earth. 
She is the Queen of Manufacturers, 
She 1s ſought to by all People, but 
diſturbed by none. And is the only 
Nation, which, from Time imme- 
morial, has preſerved her State and 


her Policy unchanged to this Day. 


Now, as {reland lies, incompar- 
ably, more obvious to the Inter- 
courſe of the World, and may alſo 
open many Thorough-fares, from 
Sea to Sea, for an inland Naviga- 


tion, of which China is not capable. 


Thus circumſtanced, I ſay, with 
tenfold the Advantages that China 


Can 


[438 ] 
can boaſt, what can hinder her from 


attaining, at leaſt, an equal Proſ- 
perity ? 


Tris Proſpect, God be praiſed, 
is now opened to our View. The 
NAVIGATION, ſo deſirable, hath, 
for ſeveral Years, 
Heads, and lain at the Hearts of the 
Well-wiſhers of Ireland. 


ArTer ſome Attempts, near our 


Coaſts, or by narrow Channels, an 


Undertaking hath lately been enter- 
prized of opening a Canal for Veſ— 


ſels of a hundred and fifty Tun Bur- 
then, from Dublin to the Shannon, 
and from thence to the Sea, by Li- 
meric. And this ſtupendous Work 
was originally projected, and is now 

actually 


employed the 


4 5 
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actually brought into Agitation and 
Effect, by a PATRIOT NAME 
that will be reverable to our Po- 


ſterity. 


Taxs Diffidence, or rather De- 
ſpair, that has been generally con- 
ceived of the Succeſs of this Un- 
dertaking, is not to be wondered 
at. . 


A few Adventures of the like 
Nature had formerly been made, 
and large Hopes conceived thereof, 
and larger Sums expended thereon; 
but, through ſome unlucky Defects, 
in Point of Capacity, or Probity, 
the Expectations of the Public were 


wholly defeated. 


8 From 
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F ROM thele Diſappointments 
People were taught to fear and ſur- 
mize that the like would at all 
Times enſue. That ſimilary Cauſes 
would for ever entail a Train of un- 
happy Effects on Ireland, and her 
public Funds be converted into Jobb 
and private Property. 


To prevent the Evils apprehend- 
ed, our Commiſſioners inquired, 
abroad, for Perſons already ſkilled 
and experienced in ſuch Matters, and 
moſt approved for their Capacity 
and Integrity in the Execution ; 
and, accordingly, in the Years 1755 
and 1756, Mr. Omer and Mr. 
Ockenden were called over to this 


Kingdom. 


* 
3 


WirhIN 
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Wrrittix this very ſmall Term, 
the Navigation of ſeveral of our Ri- 
vers, as well as that of the GRAND 
CANAL, has commenced and been 
carried on with a Succeſs and Ra- 
pidity that is admirable and ſil en- 
crealing. 


* 
Ws 


Me. eee on the Black-wa- 
ter, has cleared one Mile of River and 
compleated upward of three Miles 
of Canal, making four Miles of Na- 
vigation, withm which He has fi- 
niſhed two double Locks of wrought 
Marble r60 Feet in Length from the 
upper to the lower Gates. 


Ox the River Nore Mr. . 
has alſo compleated a Navigation of 


near five Miles from K:tkenny down 
| 3 od to 
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to Bennet's-Bridge, in which He 
has built a Stone Aquæduct that con- 
veys a Stream under the Canal, as 
alſo three Guard-Locks, and five 
Double-Locks of wrought Marble 
and of the ſame Dimenſions 
with thoſe on the Blackwater, 
the Gates, when open being 21 Feet 
wide, and capable of receiving Veſ- 
ſels of 200 Ton Burden. 


O the Shannon near Limeric, Mr. 
Ockenden met with Difficulties that 
required extraordinary Addreſs, In- 
genuity, and Perfeverance toconquer. 
A large Bog of 40 Feet in Depth from 
the Summit to the Bottom of the 
Canal, which, however, he has al- 
ready reduced to a Depth of about 
25 Feet, and, thereby, rendered it 
practicable beyond all Doubt. Add 


ta 


E 

to this, a Moraſs covered with Wa- 
ter every Spring- Tide, and, a Hill 
zo Feet in Depth, partly compoſed 


of ſolid Marble, not to be moved 
but by the Force of Gun-Powder. 


NoTwITHSTANDING theſe Obſta- 
cles, at firſt judged inſurmountable, 
he has cut a Mile of Canal through 
the ſaid Moraſs and Hill, whereby, 
he has obtained Three Miles of Na- 
vigation; and, under the City where 
the Canal joins the Tide-water of 
the Shannon, he has built a large 
ſingle Lock of wrought Marble 30 
Feet in Height from the Foundation 
to the Top of the Walls, duting 
which Operation, he was obliged to 
bay out a Head of Water which, 
at the Riſe of the Tide, was 23 
Feet in Depth, 


BErORE 
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Brrors the Year 1756, Mr. Omer. 9 
began his firſt Lock at Banagber, 
of a Firmneſs and Model till then 
unknown in this Kingdom. Since 
that Time, he has compleated Five 
Locks on the Shannon, and, thereby, 
opened an uninterrupted Navigation 


of 60 Miles in Length. 


 Berors Mr. Omer came over, an 
impotent Undertaking had been long 
carried on toward making the Boyne 
navigable from Drogheda to Trim, 
but, all the Locks proved inſuffici- 
ent, and the Channels too narrow 
for Boats of any Burden. As Mr. 
Omer proceeds, he is obliged to un- 

do the former Works, and, in about 
3 Years he has compleated 10 Locks, 

beſide ſeveral Guard Gates between 
Drogheda 


We, 
R$ 


E 
Drogbeda and Trim, and opened a 
Navigation of about 16 Miles. 


On the River Lagan, within the 
ſame Term, He has alſo finiſhed 8 
Locks of hewen Stone, and com- 
pleated a Navigation of about 6 


Miles between Belfaſt and Liſbourn. 


ThE GRAND CANAL was ge- 


nerally affirmed to be impracticable 
for ſeveral Reaſons; firſt, on Ac- 


count. of the Rocks of Clondalken 
near Dublin; 2dly, of the long Hills 
of Sallens and Downings ; and 3dly, 


of the high Quaggs of the Bog of 


Allen, the very Attempt of which was 
laughed at as abſurd and ridiculous. 


To remove theſe Objections, Mr. 


Omer, in May 1757, firſt opened 


the 
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the Line through a Part of the 


Bog, where a Bird could ſcarce have 


Footing ; where the Labourers, who 


ſtood on Planks, were in frequent 


Danger of being ſwallowed up; 
and, where I have ſeen Poles to a 
Depth of near 40 Feet run down as 
through Water. This, however, 
he effectually reduced, within a few 
Months, by Machines of a new Con- 
trivance, that carried Stuff of two 

Ton Weight over quaggy or uneven 
Ground where no other Carriage 
could paſs, as alſo by Means of ſe- 
veral parallel Lines and a Number 
of ſmall Cuts perpendicular there- 
to, and the ſaid Quagg now ſtands 


as firm and as even as a Wall. 


In the following Winter, He cut 
through the Rocks of Chndalken; 


and 
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and he has, ſince, carried Works 
of a ſtupendous Capacity through 
the forementioned Hills, for the 
Bottoming of which a Machine, of 
a new though ſimple Invention, has 
been alſo contrived and approved, 1 
whereby a Man can eafily raiſe and 
carry off, from any given Depth, 

double the Weight that he can 

move on level Ground by any other 

Carriage in Uſe or yet known; 

which Machine would undoubtedly 

prove of infinite Advantage, in 

deep Quarries, in raiſing Stones of 

the greateſt Size to the higheſt Build- 

ings, in loading and unloading Ships, 

and in the conveying of heavy 

Commodities to Upper Ware- 

houſes, &c. 


IVDErENDFNT of the ſaid Works, 
| | whereby 
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ET. 
whereby all Doubt of the Practica- 
bility of this great Undertaking is 
clearly removed, Mr. Omer has near- 
ly compleated Nine Miles of unin- 
terrupted Navigation, between Dub- 


lin and the Liffey, whereon he has 


erected Four Bridges and built ma- 
ny ſingle, double, and treble Aquæ- 
ducts, for the diſcharging of Under= 
Water, all of the moſt durable and 
beautiful Structure; inſomuch, that 
what he has done, in little more than 
Two Years, on the grand Canal, 
may be eſtimated at leaſt tanta- 
mount to 18 Miles of finiſhed Na- 


vigation. 


Ir is amazing, that, in fo very 
ſhort a Term as Three Years, a 


Term ſcarce ſufficient for the Com- 


mencement and Entrance on ſuch 
| prodigious 
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prodigious Enterpriſes, that Two 
Men, I ſay, in this ſmall Space, 
ſhould nearly compleat a Navigation 
of One Hundred and Twenty Miles 
through the Body of this Kingdom, 
with the due Appendages of Locks, 
Bridges, and Aquæducts, whoſe 
durable Beauty muſt atteſt the Skill 
of the Operators to the End of Time, 
and all this, I repeat it, with leſs 
Money than was formerly expended, 
in this Way, on a few inſignificant 
and fruitleſs Attempts. 


SHOULD theſe Men perſevere, for 
a few Years more, with the ſame 
Spirit and Succeſs, They will be In- 
ſtruments in the Hands of our Par- 
liament and Commiſſioners for do- 


Ms the greateſt of all Human Works, 
H * that 
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that of MAKING A GREAT OF 
A LITTLE NATION, they will 
thereby intitle themſelves to a Na- 
tional Acknowledgment, and the 


Names of OMER and of OC- 
KENDEN will be honourable to 
our Poſterity. 


CovuLD our Parliament have form- 


ed a diſtant Hope that their late 
Bounties would have been ſo ad- 


vantageouſly diſpoſed of, they would 


undoubtedly have doubled their 
Grants on the Occaſion, But the 


Time is now arrived for the Renew- 


al and Exertion of their Beneficence 


to their Country, in a Matter of the 


moſt ſignal Importance to her Wel- 
fare, in a Matter where a whole Peo- 
ple demands and petitions for Hap- 
pineſs at their Hands. 


Every 
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Every Objection is now vaniſhed 
that has been or can be raiſed to the 
carrying a Navigation through any 
or every Part of this Kingdom. It 
has already been made evident that 
Art and Application can ſurmount 
every Obſtacle and compaſs every 
Attempt in this Way. Nothing is 
now wanting, but that the preſent 


Patriot-Seſſion ſhould return to our 
Poor a Portion of that Surplus- 


Money which has ariſen from the 
Intemperance and Luxuries of the 
Rich; this would ripen the National 
Harveſt which they have already 


ſown; this would reclaim the Un- 


believer, and aſſure the Doubtful, 
and puſn every Hope into Certain- 


ty and Enjoyment. 


England, 
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England, as well as Holland and 
France, at length diſcerns, that, 
independent of Power and Domini- 
nion by Sea, an Inland Navigation 
is the capital Advantage of every 
Country. Beſide the River %s 
made navigable from Oxford to 
Cricklade in Wiltſhire and to Abing- 
ton in Berkſhire, the Avon in War- 
wickſbire from Stratford to the Se- 
dern, the Avon from Bath to Briſtol, 
the Medway from Maidſtone in Kent 
up to Tunbridge, the Lug in Here- 
fordjhire to the Nye, the Lea from 
Ware to the Thames, the Stroud, 
the Men and the Wey now in Hand, 
with many Others too tedious to re- 
cite, every Seſſion is crowded with 
Petitioners from different Shires, 


praying 


tn] 
praying the reſpective Aids toward 
an Inland Navigation. 


To prove how greatly a Country 
is benefitted; and Trade encreaſed, 
by an Inland Navigation, I have on- 
ly to mention, that the River Ken- 
nett in Berkſhire, which falls into 
the Thames at Reading, containing 
20 Locks in 17 Miles, produces in 
Tolls to the Proprietors, at 45s. per 
Ton, about J. 3000 per Ann. and 
that the Tolls of the River Are in 
Yorkſhire, containing about 16 
Locks, were formerly ſet at C. 500, 
but now are farmed to Two Te- 
nants, at J. 6000, who further di- 
vide a Profit of about /. 2000 
| Yearly. 


As 
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As I have already obſerv'd that 


Ireland is, of all Countries, the beſt 


ſituated, and, by Nature, made the 
moſt ſuſceptible of an INLAND 
NAVIGATION, I ſhall further 


take Notice that, of all Countries, 


it is in the greateſt Want thereof. 


Tx vaſt Ridges of Mountains, 
with the ſpacious Bogs and Moraſ- 
ſes, that Quarter and divide this 
Kingdom, are as ſo many Gulphs 


fixed, over which neither Art, Com- 


merce nor Plenty can paſs to the 
Inhabitants; inſomuch, that it 
would be eaſier and cheaper to con- 
vey a Commodity, of any Burden, 
to either of the Indies, than from 


many Parts of Ireland to others, 
by Land Carriage; and, in Fact, the 


; Natives 
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Natives thereof have a freer Com- 
munication with moſt Regions on 
the Globe, than with Numbers of 
their Countrymen. 


Hence it is that the inner Parts 
of this Iſland reſemble a Deſart, or, 
at beſt, are a Stock- Farm for the 
Propagation of Cattle, which, like 
Vermin on the Body that bred 
them, can tranſport themſelves, 
without Expence to their Owners, 
from one Place to another. 


On the other Hand, all the Cities 
and Towns that are of any Conſi- 
deration, for Number of People or 
Plenty, in Treland, are ſituated near 
the Sea or ſome navigable River, 
where they may vend thoſe Super- 
1 and ſupply thoſe Wants, 


I from 
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from abroad, which they are ſo un- 
happily precluded from vending or 
ſupplying in their own Country. So 
that Ireland lies like a Carcaſs whole 
exterior Parts are Kept warm by out- 
ward Applications, while the Heart 
and Vitals are inanimate, that ſhould 
naturally communicate both Action 
and Nouriſhment to the whole Syſ- 
tem. | 


In this the deſperate State of our 
divided, inactive, and ſcarce enli- 
vened Country, ſhould our Parlia- 
ment and Commiſſioners have the 
Skill and the Power to cure fo inve- 
terate and deplorable' a Malady, 
they will approve themſelves to Ire- 
land, juſt ſuch a Phyſician as A#/cu- 
lapius is ſaid to prove to the diſ- 
membered WY when, by u- 


niting 


19] 
niting the Limbs, and clearing ſuch 
Obſtructions as prevented Circulati- 
on, he gave Motion, Life, Action, 
and Vigour to the whole Man. 


As I have already affirmed that 

an INLAND NAVIGATION is 
the ONE THING NEEDFUL 
to the Welfare of [reland; I now 
repeat it; and I further affirm, that, 
till this 1s effected, all the Meaſures 
of the greateſt Patriots and Politi- 
cians, all the Efforts of Mankind, 
for compaſſing our Proſperity, muſt 
naturally and neceſſarily prove in- 
fufficient to that End. 


A MADDEN may plant, and 
his Pupils * may water, but an IN- 
LAND NAVIGATION can alone 


* Dublin Society. | 
1 2 procure 
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procure us the Encreaſe; till this 
1s brought to paſs, all the Arts and 
Manufactures, that are the Off- 
ſpring of THIS CAPITAL PA- 
TRIARCH of our Country, will 
be found as ſo many Exotics that 
will droop and fade away, whenever 
the Hand that cultivated and ſuſ- 
tained them is no more. 


Bur an Inland Navigation is a 
never dying Benefactor. It requires 
no Hot-Houlſes, nor Coſts, nor Cau- 
tions, for cheriſhing and preſerving 
the Arts alive. It is a Maſter of 
the Ceremonies that conſtitutes and 
confirms whatever it introduces a 
Proprietor of the Soil; and, Induſ- 
try, by its approved and never fail- 
ing Influence, becomes as the great 
Tree in the Viſion of NVebuchad:- 


nez gar, 


[ 69 ] 

nezzar, whoſe Height reached to 
Heaven and its Branches to the 
Ends of the Earth, and of wheſe 
Fruits all Fleſh was fed. 


PeopLE who ſee the Proſperity of 
our Neighbours of Holland, France, 
and England, aſcribe the Cauſe and 
the Praiſe to the Induſtry and Inge- 
nuity of the Inhabitants alone. They 
cry to the Natives of Ireland, as 
Pharaoh did to the 1/raelites, Ye are 
idle! Ye are idle! not animadver- 
ting that we may as well propoſe 
Dancing without Muſic, or Racing 
without a Prize, as Labour and Stu- 


dy without Wages or Reward. 


Wurd the good Houſholder, 
however, walked out to the Market- 
place, and found Labourers loitering 
there, 


1 


there, when it was now toward E- 
vening, he aſked them, why fand ye 
here all the Day idle? And when 
they anſwered, becauſe no Man hath 
hired or given us Employment, He 
took this for a ſufficient Apology, 
he had Compaſſion upon them, and 
he ſupplied them with the divineſt of 
all kinds of Charity, the Means of 


earning their 6wn Bread. 


Ixnveed, throughout the vaſt Ex- 
tent of the inland Parts of Treland, 
neither the Soil for Subſiſtance, nor 
the Inſtruments for Labour, nor the 
Materials for Manufacture are in the 
Hands of our Poor: But, Were they 
poſſeſſed of thoſe Advantages, they 
would ſt] require the indiſpenſable 
Incitement to all Art and Induſtry, a 


Market or Demand for the Product 


T3) 


of their Labour, and This can never 
be procured but by a ready and cheap 
Paſſage, between the Party who 


wants and the Party who can 


ſupply. 


Tnus, the Number of our People, 
the very Article which conſtitutes 
the Riches and Proſperity of other 
Countries, actually conſtitutes the 
Poverty and Miſery of Treland. In 
China, every Perſon 1s of Impor- 
| tance to the Welfare of the whole 
People, becauſe every Perſon earns. 
beyond what he conſumes, and the 
Redundance becomes an Addition to 
the public Stock. In /reland, five 
hundred Thouſand of our Natives. 
are an idle and cruſhing Incum- 
brance, on the remaining two Mil- 
lon, and muſt inevitably periſh, 
or, 
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or, by Begging and Stealing, deduct 
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an adequate Portion from the Stock 
of their Country. 


Bor, let Us turn aſide from the 
preſent melancholy Scene, and, by 
looking a little forward, behold 
Ireland as already made a gene- 
ral Mart and Thorough-Fare by 
an INLAND NAVIGATION. 
Theſe five hundred thouſand Idlers 
would here find inſtant, profitable, 
and perpetual Employment, in A- 


griculture; in Fencing, Draining, 


Manuring, and reclaiming our Lands; 
in labouring at our Mines, in the 
various Operation of Metals; and in 
procuring and preparing Materials 
for a thouſand different Trades, 
Arts, Crafts, and Manufactures. No- 


thing would then be ſuperfluous, 


nothing 
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nothing periſh or decay, nothing 
would be waſte or uſeleſs throughout 

the Kingdom. Our Stones, Loam 

Clay, the very Dirt of our Ditches, 

the Weeds of our Soil, and the 
Bones of our dead Cattle would be 

turned into Materials for a living and 

active Induſtry; and the ſame five 

hundred thouſand who, like a Wen 

or dead Member, incumbered the 

Body-politic, would now become 

the moſt vigorous and uſeful Part 

thereof, and, at the low Eſtimation 

of 5 I. per Head, would bring to 

their Country a net and yearly 

Profit of two Million and a Half 

Sterling. 


| Tarovenour ſuch a Kin gdom, 
wherein nothing would be oaths 
ſuperfluous, or uſeleſs, where a run- 


K ing 
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ing and univerſal Demand would be 
made for every Product of Labour, 
and every Kind of Commodity, 
People would conſequently improve 
their Lands to the higheſt poſſible 
Value, that they might draw from 
them an Encreaſe of Vegetation and 
Materials for the Employment of 
Arts and Manufactures. This would 
ſet them, with Vigour and Effect, 
to the draining of their Bogs, Lakes, 
and Moraſſes, to the reclaiming their 
vaſt Traqs of barren Heaths and 
waſte Mountains, and to the utmoſt 
Cultivation of all other Lands. And 
this ſingle Article of the Im- 
provement of Lands would, at leaſt, 
double the preſent natural Value of 
this Iſland, and, at a low Eſtimation, 
bring a further yearly Profit of two 
Million and a Half Sterling. 


„ 


EMI 


As Ireland is peculiarly happy in 
a plenteous Production of Neceſſaries 
for Life, and, as the Inhabitants can, 
therefore, afford to labour cheaper 
than any other People, They would 
conſequently be enabled to underſell 
the World, were the Way but once 
opened for a ready and conſtant De- 
mand. This Advantage would at 
once ſet all Hands to Work; it 
would further prevent the yearly Ex- 
portation of Thouſands of our Na- 
tives, who in the Fields of Mars or 
Ceres, ſeek for Bread and Employ- 
ment Abroad, it would further add 
many Thouſands yearly to our Num- 
bers, by the Encouragement of Ma- 
trimony and Procreation in a Coun- 
try where All, fave Idlers, would be 
$27 K 2 aſſured 


| [ 76 ] 
aſſured of the Comforts of Life » 
and it would further give Us a year- 
ly Acceſſion of many Thouſands of 
Foreigners, by calling to Us the 
Artful and Induſtrious, from all Na- 
tions, who would crowd to partake 
of ſuch peculiar Advantages. This 
yearly Increaſe and Concourſe ' of 
People could not fail, in a ſhort 
Time, of adding a Sixth to our pre- 
ſent Number of Inhabitants; and 
this Sixth Part, ſo beneficially em- 
ployed, could not fail of beſtowing 
on Ireland a yearly additional Profit 
of two Million and a Half. 


I have before taken Notice that, 
as Beland can never look for Inde- 
pendence by Land, or Dominion by 
Sea, She 1s, therefore, for ever pre- 


cluded 
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cluded from being a capital Trader. 
She may, notwithſtanding, take all 
the Flights ſhe ought to deſire, un- 
der the Wings of Great-ÞBritan. 
Her Trade, in this Way, will not be 
unlimited, 1t will, however, be leſs 
expenſive, and more ſecure; and 
the bare Privilege of 1mporting her 
Supplies and exporting her Super- 
fluities in her own Bottoms, toge- 

ther, with the Advantage of buying 
cheap, and ſelling dear in foreign 
Markets, may be moderately ſuppoſed 
to accumulate her Wealth by a fur- 
ther Acceſſion of one Million and a 


Half yearly. 


Ir, in conſequence of the Pre- 


miſſes, we further reflect on the 


Improvements that would be made 
. 


[93] 
in a Multitude of Arts and Crafts, 


fine Wares, and Manufactures, which, 
under ſuch happy Influences, would 


_ undoubtedly be brought to the high- 


eſt poſſible Perfection, and, at the 
ſame Time, be cheapened, by a Va- 
riety of Machinery invented for ex- 
pediting the Labour of Man ; we 
cannot ſuppole the Increaſe of Wealth 
produced by this Article would a- 


mount to a Penny leſs than one Mil- 


lion yearly. 


I NOW come to ſuch apparent 
Conſequences of an INLAND NA- 
VIGATION as are the moſt imme- 
diately propoſed thereby ; whoſe 
Connection every vulgar Eye may 
diſcern; and, whoſe Benefits are the 


more deſireable, as the Want there- 
of 


[297] 
of 1s perpetually and univerſally 
felt. 


We yearly pay Abroad, for the 
Neceſſaries of Life, ſuch as Fire, 
Food, Cloathing, Liquors, Metals, 
&c. greatly upward of five hundred 
thouſand Pounds; and this we pay 
independent of eight hundred thou- 
ſand Pounds for Luxuries, out of 
which we can never propole to make 
a Saving, as they muſt, at all Times 
be foreign, or they would loſe their 
Reliſh in Treland. 


Nov this Iſland is fully pregnant 
with a Plenitude and Superabun- 
dance of all thoſe Neceſſaries, that 
are begot, conceived, and ſaturated 
within her fertile Womb; but, with- 
out an INLAND NAVIGATION, 

the 
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the MIDWIFE that ſhould produce 
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them to Light and to Life, they will 
lie uſeleſs and unborn to the End of 


HE, indeed, it is happy that 


the Bulk of our Natives, who, by a 
hundred to One, are of the poorer 


Sort, have not yet been inſtructed in 
the delicate Senſations of diſtinguiſh- 
ing between foreign and domeſtic 


Flavour or Fineneſs, when the Goods 


are of equal Manufacture and Va- 


lue. They will, therefore, buy the 
Products of their own Country, when- 


ever they can have them cheaper than 
the like Products of another; and 
This muſt be the Caſe, when an Inland 
Navigation hath deducted 1, 2, 3, or 4 

Fifths 
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Fifths from the Price, which, accord- 


ing to the Diſtance, and Nature of 


the Commodity, is the Difference 


between Land and Water-carriage. 


For, the peculiar Advantage and 
Prerogative of Water Carriage is 
this, that it takes away, as it were, 
the Diſtance between Place and 


Place, and, in a Manner brings the 


Market to every Man's Door. Thus, 
would all Hands be inſtantly ſet to 
Work when aſſured of a Purchaſer 


for every Effect of Labour. Some 


would plough and ſow and reap and 
gather into Barns, ſome would bake, 


and Others brew; the Noiſe of 


Wheels, Reels, and Looms, of 


Hammers, Files, and Forges, would 


be heard throughout the Land. A 
L hundred 
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hundred Quarries, and a hundred 
Mines of Marbles, Coals, and 
Metals, would then be opened, and, 
a new Kingdom be formed within 
the Womb of the Other; and 
though the World ſhould concur to 
lay an Embargo on all our Commo- 
dities, we ſhould, however, ſupply | 
ourſelves with every Neceſſary and 
Comfort of Life, we ſhould, there- 
by make a clear Saving or Gain of 
five hundred thouſand Pounds year- 
ly, and Jreland, like the Spider, 
would ſpin her own Web of Hap- 
pineſs out of her own Bowels. 


J beg the Reader's Attention to a 
further conſiderable Saving that 
would immediately be made by our 


INLAND NAVIGATION. 
_ Tur 
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Tar Coſt of every Beaſt of Bur- 
den throughout the Kingdom, when 
eſtimated with reſpect to Graſs, Hay, 
Litter, Corn, and Attendance, to- 
gether with the Timber, Tackle, 
and Irons of the Carriage, may be 
valued at the loweſt, to five Pounds 
yearly. Now, a Boat of one hun- 
dred and fifty Ton, will at once 
carry the legal and common Load 
ing of 750 Horſes. But, if we 
take in the Conſideration, that this 
Boat will go ſwifter than a carriage 
Horſe, that 1t will neither tire nor 
fall lame, nor require Reſt or baiting 
by Night or Day, we may ſurely 
account it tantamount to a thouſand 
ſuch Horſes. And again, ſuppoſing 
that all the Boats employed, through- 

1 * out 
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out our inland Navigation, would 
only be tantamount to a hundred 
Boats of 150 Ton Burden, yet here 
would be a Saving of half a Million 
yearly; and the great Number of 
Horſes, employed in Land-carriage, 
might either give Place to more pro- 


fitable Cattle, or ſerve for the more 
valuable Uſes of Tillage, &c. 


* 


I HAVE heard it affirmed, on 
very probable Calculations, that the 
Fiſhery of the Coaſts of Ireland, if 
duly cultivated, would prove ſupe- 
rior in Value to the natural Product 
or annual Rents of the whole King- 
dom. It is, indeed, a Fund of in- 
exhauſtible Wealth, which We, 
through Ignorance, or Indolence, or 
want of Precedent or Power, alto- 
| gether 
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gether neglect. Now, an INLAND 
NAVIGATION would, at once, 
open to Us this Mine of unabating 
= Treaſure. The Fiſh, caught on 
any of our Coaſts, could then be 
conveyed, quite freſh and even alive, 
into the inmoſt Parts of this Iſland. 
The ready Importation, and bound- 
leſs Abundance, of this nouriſhing 
and cheap Commodity, would add 


new Delicacies to the Tables of the 


Rich, and carry Plenty and Health 
toall our Poor. The vaſt Demand, 
that would conſequently be made 
thereof, would encourage and excite 
Thouſands to provide Boats and 
Nets, with the Tackle and Imple- 
ments requiſite for engaging in fo 
pleaſant and gainful an Employ- 
ment. The Surplus, again, that 

| would 
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would frequently remain over our ut- 
moſt Demand for Home-conſump- 
tion, would naturally and neceſſarily 
excite our Fiſhermen to enquire and 
learn the Methods of curing and 
preſerving what was left on Hand, 
that no Part or Product of their 
Labour might be loſt. The Re- 
dundance of our Fiſh, thus cured 
and preſerved, would again open 
new Channels for Trade into other 
Countries, from whence Wealth 
would Flow upon Us, in a clear and 
full Return, for a Commodity ſo 
univerſally in Requeſt throughout 
the World. Again, every Meal that 
would be made of Fiſh, through 
this Kingdom, would ſave an equal 
Quantity of Vegetables or Fleſh 
that, then, might be exported and 
ſold 
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ſold to our Neighbours; and this 
two-fold Gain, when totted toge- 
ther, in due Proceſs of Time, if 
= duly promoted, could not fail of 
returning Yearly to Ireland, a clear 
and full Profit of One Million 
Sterling. 


WHotveR, on one Hand, beholds 
the preſent needy, impoveriſh' d, 
and deſolate State of this our inac- 
tive Country; and, again, turns an 
Eye on the Profpect, which I have 
laid before him, of the ſame Coun- 
try thronged with Inhabitants, all 
chearfull, ſkilled, and buſie in an 
Infinity of Arts and Crafts, like a 
Summer's Field ſpread with Bees, 

at once taſting and extracting Sweets 
from their Labour. Whoever, I ſay, 
| beholds two Scenes ſo extremely 
contraſted, 


1 
contraſted, will be apt to look on 
the Latter as an IIluſion which can 
never exiſt, except in Fancy. 


To this I anſwer, that, had any 
One promiſed the like Proſperity to 
our Neighbours of France or Hol- 

land, before their INLAND NA- 
VIGATION had opened a Paſſage 
for the Admiſſion of Induſtry and 
the Arts, ſuch a Promiſe would have 
been laughed at as equally chimeri- 
cal: And, yet, the Experience of a 
few Years introduced to thoſe 
Countries double the Advantages 
I have here projected, by the ſame 
Means, for IRELAND. 


INDEED, no Train of Con- 
ſequences, in Reaſon, in Nature, 
or -- 
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or Mathematical Demonſtration, 
can be more evident than This. 
That Buyers and Sellers will defire 
to meet for the Supply of their Wants 
and the Diſpoſal of their Redundan- 
cies. That, where a ready and 
cheap Paſſage is opened for the Pur- 
poſe, their Commerce will be frequent 
and mutually beneficial. That fuch 
a JeneficialC Commerce will neceſſarily 
incite tbe Laborious to Tndiiflry, and 
the Ingenious to Improvement, by fur- 
ther Study and Invention. That 
the Proſperity of a People fo profita- 
bly employed, will as neceſſarily invite 
Others who are induſtrious or ingeni- 
ous to partake of the Benefit. That, 
From ſuch aConcourſe, which nothing 
but ſuch a Commerce can create, 
Villages, Towns, Cittes, the Plenty, 
Lower, and. eee, of the migh- 

M liel 
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tieft States have ariſen. That, from 
the Beginning of Time, no Inſtance 
can be ſhewn where ſuch Cauſes have 
been unattended by the: Conſequences 
 premiſed. That, Ireland is, of all 
Countries, the moſt happily diſpoſed 
Far the procuring, propagating, and 
perpetuating theſe Advantages to the 

{ateft Pofterity. And that, to ſup- 
poſe Us poſſeſſed of this the CAPI- 
TAL CAUSE of Proſperity to o- 
ther Nations, and yet deprived of 
the Benefits that have ever enſued, 
is to ſuppoſe Us a ſingle Exception 
to Reaſon, to Nature, to Experi- 
ence, and to the Univerſe, from 


the earlieſt of Ages to the End of 


Time. 


Ler no One, then, think that 
the above Calculations and Eſtimates 
have 
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have been, in any Degree, dictated 
by a heated Imagination. All Hiſ- 
tory is full of the quick and enor- 
mous Growth to which Wealth has 
ariſen, when planted by the Arts 
and foſtered by Commerce; whereaf 
it may ſuffice to quote a recent In- 
ſtance within our own Memory, and 
in our own Country. h 


Brrors the Year 1709 the Ba- 
lance of Trade, with reſpect to the 
Linen-Manufacture, lay always a- 
gainſt Ireland. From that Time it 
was thought worthy of public At- 
tention and Encouragement, and, 
having been planted, and taken 
Root, and grown nearly to Matu- 
rity in the Province of Ulſer, this 
Capital Staple, now, ſupplies all 
our Inhabitants, and brings in a 


M 2 further 
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further Profit of One Million Year- 
ly. From our own Experience it 
15 therefore evident, that, were this 
ſingle Branch equally planted and 
propagated in the other Three Pro- 
vinces, it would add Three Million 
more to the annual Income of Ve- 
land, foraſmuch, as, our Home- 
Conſumption being already de- 
ducted, the Product of every addi- 
tional Hand, in this Way, would 
give a Surplus diſcharged from any 
Kind of Draw- back; and England, 
alone, would gladly take the year- 
ly Value of Two Million for her 
own Conſumption, and, of Two 
Million more for Exportation and 
Sale to her Colonies, &c. Neither 
would this deduct any Thing from 
our former Eſtimates and Expecta- 
tions with reſpect to any other Art 
or 
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or Manufacture; the Wheel alone 
employs Nine Hands in Ten, of all 
who are engaged in the Linen- 
Branch, it is the Inſtrument of eve- 
ry Age from Five Years to Five 
Score, it is the Companion of thoſe 
whom Accidents or Infirmities have 
rendered incapable of other Society 
or Labour, and yet it employs our 


Female Hands alone, ſince our Men 


think the Office of an Hercules be- 
neath them, and ſcorn to handle 
the Diſtaff of a Princeſs. 


% 


Tas Proſpect of ſo great an En- 


creaſe of this our national Staple, 
* not be very diſtant. 


Mr. Adderly, with a a Patriot 


Spirit, has ſucceſsfully expended 
many Thouſands of Pounds of his 


own 
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own Subſtance, in eſtabliſhing a a 
Colony of Manufacturers, in a Part 
of the South, where the Linen- 
Branch and all other Crafts were, 
till then, unpractiſed and unknown. 


Sir Richard Coax, by the living 
Sermon of his own Conduct, as well 
as by his diſtinguiſhed Lecture on 
the Methods of advancing the Ma- 
nufactures of Ireland, has largely 
contributed to the Intereſts of his 
Country. He has planted Art and 
Induſtry on the Banks of the River 
Bandon, and there eſtabliſhed a Li- 
nen Factory of great Extent and 
good Example to his idle and igno- 
rant Neighbours. 


Ir may not be amiſs, on this Oc- 
cation, to take Notice, that the 
'Two 
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Two Manufactures of Flax and 
Metals, are the Two grand Staples, 
throughout the World, whoſe Ma- 
terials may- be wrought to the high- 
eſt Value and Perfection beyond 
their natural State, and that They, 

| conſequently, give Employment to 
the greateſt Number of Hands. 


Tuz Difference between Flax in 
the Stalk and when wrought, is, at 
a Medium, as One to Eight, and, 
often, as One to a Hundred, and, 
ſometimes, as One to a Thouſand, 
and greatly beyond. The Diffe- 
rence between Metal, in the Ore 

and when manufactured, bears near- 
ly the ſame Proportion; inſomuch, 
that the Value of the Material, in 
the one and the other, is almoſt 


ſunk and abſorbed in the Value of 
the 
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the Labour. And the Improve- 
ments that have, and may yet be 
made, toward further Excellence, 
by future Arts, leave the Profit, on 
the Manufacture of thele Two 
Staples, without Bounds or Limi- 
tation. 


Ir is further obſervable, that the 
Two Manufactures, of Linen and 
Metals, are not, like many precari- 
ous Articles of Luxury, ſubjected to 
the Starts or Tranſitions of Whim 
and Mode. Next to Food, they 
are the great. Neceſſaries and Staples 
of Life. As they are capable of 
being wrought to every Taſte and 
Degree of Fineneſs and Faſhion; 
they ſupply the Poor and the Rich 
with Comfort, Convenience, and 

Ele- 
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Elegance; and are, therefore, in u- 
niverſal Requeſt, throughout the 
Earth. | 


O this Account, it is greatly 
to be lamented, that, though our 
Profit on Metals might be equal to 
that on the Linen-Branch, though 
the Manufacture of Flax, as I ob- 
ſerved before, almoſt ſolely engages 
the Hands of our Females, and 
leaves the Operation of Metals to 
the Bulk of our ableſt Men, who 
muſt either ſtand idle or be employ- 
ed therein. Though Proviptnce 
moſt plainly directs and invites Us 
to Proſperity through this Channel, 
by having prepared a plenteous Va- 
riety of Mines, with which every 
County of this Kingdom abounds. 
Though the poorer Natives of Fre- 
| 8 land 
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land are, naturally, ingenious, ro- 
buſt, patient of Toil and Hunger, 
ſatisfied with a little, and enabled, 
by theſe valuable Qualities, to car- 
ry the ſaid Manufacture to its high- 
eſt Perfection, and to underſell the 
World by the Cheapneſs of La- 
bour. Yet, ſo unfortunate are We, 
or rather oh remiſs, that we lay no 
Hold on theſe Advantages that ſur- 
round Us. That we yearly import, 
from wiſer Countries, above a 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds worth 
of. Metals manufactured, for our 
Home-Conſumption. That ve 
ſhamefully rely on a Pack of feeble 
Spinſters for the Maintenance and 
Support of this Nation. And, that 
all the Pomp and Parade of 3 
its Luxuries, its Equipages, its 
weighty Purſes, and weightier Build- 

ings, 
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ings, at preſent, depend by a LI- 


NEN THREAD. 


WHEN Leis, called the grand, 
and the greater Colbert contrived to 
turn a poor, idle, impotent, and 
little People, into a rich, active, 
powerful, and great Nation; they 


did not leave the Buſineſs to the 


Option of the Natives; much leſs 
did they leave it to the Operations 
of Time and Chance, to the ſcat- 


tered Projects of Individuals, or to 
the Efforts of petty Patriots. They, 


firſt, examined, reformed, ſettled, 


and aſſured their Finances. They, 


next, retrenched the Pomp and Pride 
of State; they abridged all ſuperflu- 
ous Coſt and unneceſſary Expence; 


that, out of Savings, hardly wrung 


from a poor and beggard People, 
N on 


| 
| 
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they might make a Purchaſe of un- 
bounded Value, of univerſal Re- 
pute, and of everlaſting Endurance 
for the PLACE OF THEIR NA- 
TIVIFY. 


Tuer, next iſſued Proclamations, 
whereby they offered and preſſed 
Rewards upon All, who ſhould pro- 
mote, improve, or even propagate 
any Craft, or Manufacture, already 
eſtabliſhed or praQtiſed within the 


Dominions of France. 


Tury further iſſued Proclamati- 
ons of higher Value and Encou- 
ragement to All, who, by any Con- 
trivance or Invention, ſhould ſtrike 
out an Art or Craft that was hither- 
to unknown; or, which ſhould give 
additional Value, Perfection, or 


Beauty | 
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Beauty to ſuch as, already, were re- 
putable and in Vogue. 


Tur, again, appointed Rewards 
to ſuch as, by any new Project, 
Scheme, Enterprize, Whim, or Ad- 
venture, ſhould machinate or at- 
tempt any Thing extraordinary, or 
devious from the vulgar Track, for 
the Benefit of their Country or the 
Good of Mankind, however the 
ſame, in Effect, might fall ſhort of 
the End propoſed, provided the 
Conception was allowed to be in- 


genious and uſefully intended. 


Acain, they poured out the Re- 
mainder of their Fund, and ſought 
other Reſources, and rained their 
utmoſt Credit to invite, allure, and 

faſcinate 
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Sine all the Children of Art oF 
Induſtry, the Plodding and the In- 
ventive from other Countries and 
Climes ; that ſuch a Concourſe of 
Geniuſes, by gathering, coaleſcing, 
and concentring together, might 
make France as the Bowels and 
Heart of the World, from which, 
Action, Art, Induſtry, Craft, Con- 
trivance, Ingenuity, Expertneſs, and 
Science might flow. 


Ano, laſtly, They condeſcended 
to ſolicit and apply for Aid to all 
the Perſons of any Opulence or 
Conſideration in the Realm, toward 
the Eſtabliſhment of Schools and 
Academies in every Province; where 
Maſters moſt approved throughout 
the Earth, for their Excellence and 

Pre- 
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Pre-eminence in their ſeveral Myſte- 


ries and Occupations, were appoint- 


ed to preſide; that all foreign Arts 
being naturalized in France, and all 
new Offsprings of Genius begotten 
therein, they might procreate and 
perpetuate a Succeſſion of the like 


Progeny, from Generation to Ge- 


neration, to the End of Time. 


Having thus provided, within 


the Region of France, whatever the 
World required of Neceſſaries, Com- 
forts, and Conveniences, as well as 
of Elegance, Taſte, and Faſhion. 
And having, as I obſerved before, 
further opened a Paſſage, to the In- 
greſs and Egreſs of the ſaid World, 
for the Diſpenſation of the ſaid oo 
ductions; We ought not greatly to 
admire at the important and fearful 

Conſequences 
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Conſequences that inſtantly enſued, 
The Ball ſhoots not with greater 
Rapidity from the Cannon to it; 
Mark, the Lightning comes not 
with greater Swiftneſs from the Eaſt 
to the Weſt, than the Cauſes pre: 
miſed produced their Attendant Ef- 
fects; and, had not Lewis happily 
miſtaken the Period of his Conſum 
mation; had he not laviſhed the In- 
fant- products of growing Art and 
Induſtry on the Works of Oſtenta- 
tion, Pomp, and Pride; had he not 
happily miſconceived that his Title 
to univerſal Monarchy, was aſſured 
by his Power before he made the 
Attempt; a little more Time, a very 
little Patience had placed him quite 
ſuperior to all Oppoſition; and the 
ſurrounding Nations, humbly con- 

ſcious 


k A has es tas. 1 
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ſcious of their own Impotence, had 
ſucceſſively offered their Necks to 
bis Yoke. 


As no Nation, in any Age, un- 
der any Government, made equal 
Advances, with that of France under 
Colbert, we ought not to flatter 
ourſelves with the ſpeedy Proſpect, 
even of a proportionable Proſperity, 
in favour of our little Country 
though it is indiſputable that, in all 
Countries, wherever the like Cauſes 
have in any Degree preceded, the 
like Events in the ſame Degree have 
ever enſued, 


Bor, if Lewis and Colbert were 
not miſtaken in their Scheme. If 
they conceived, agreeable to Nature 

O and 
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and Experience, that the Iſſue could 
not but atteſt the Propriety of their 
Expectations; their Example will 
teach Us how far we ought to 
hope. 


How many have we among us, 
who retrench the Superfluities of 
their Train and Table, in order 
to make a Purchaſe for this 
their NATIVE PLACE ? Where 
are our national Eſtabliſhments of 
Schools, Seminaries, and Acade- 
mies? Where be even our Granaries 


for the ſaving of the Bread of Life? 
Alas, the Jgſepb of Eg yþt hath not 
yet been in Treland. 


Tzurn and Juſtice, however, 
conſtrain me to confeſs that, our 
Parliament, 


1% 
Parliament, for many Years paſt; 
have been attentive to our Inte- 
reſts, and have, by many Premiums 
and Incitements, planted Art and 
Manufacture around our Coaſts, the 


only Place wherein they are capable 


of any permanent Root, without an 
INLAND NAVIGATION. Our 
preſent Parliament, I repeat it, by 
their late Rewards and Encourage- 
ments to Induſtry and the Arts, have 
been ſucceſsfully and highly bene- 
ficial to this Nation; and though 
Miſcarriages have ſometimes hap- 
pened through Impoſition or Miſap- 
plication, the happy, Influence hath 


extended further than They might 


look for, in ſpiriting up our Natives 


to unaccuſtomed Action, Emulation, 
and Invention; and in alluring Fo- 
© 2” ©” popes, 
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reigners, with the Proſpect of equal 
Bounty, to import to Us the Crafts 


not yet known, or not eſtabliſhed 


in this Kingdom. 


A * Inſtances may ſerve to 


ſhew what I have advanced on this 
Head. 


Wirnin theſe few Months, a 
Company of foreign Glaſs-makers 
came to Dublin, and, as it were by 
Art-magic, have already prepared 
the requiſite Apparatus of Buildings, 
Materials, &c. and now carry on 
the Buſineſs to a x great Value and 
Extent, 


WELL ſkilled, as I am informed, 


12 all the Branches of their Art, 
They 


ll 
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They yet chuſe to confine them 
ſelves to Plate and Window-glaſs, 


as it is a Manufacture never before 
attempted in this Kingdom; and 


they offer Securities, to any Amount, 
for ſupplying Ireland with all its 
Home- demands, large Demands, as 


[ conceive, ſince even Looking- 
glaſſes, the moſt durable Species of 
the Manufacture, are yet as frail and 
as ſubject to Accidents as the Fair- 


forms that they retain ſo many Hours 


in a Morning. 


Some Attempts have already been 
made, from Abroad, to deter this 
People from ſettling among Us; 
but, whatever may be done to pro- 


mote their Eſtabliſhment here, I 


hope 
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hope we ſhall have no Hand in | 


driving them away. 


IN THE Year 1755, the Pro- 
prietors of the Drumcondra Manu- 
factory applied to Parliament for 
Encouragement. Their Art was 
beautiful and wholly new, and He- 
land, alone, had the Honour of the 
Invention. It was a Method of im- 
preſſing Linens from Metal-plates, 
whereby, Light and Shade were 
added to the Exactneſs of Defign 


and gave an Elegance unprecedented 
and truly ſurprizing. 


Our Parliament acknowledged 
their Merit and made large Offers, 
on Condition that they would en- 
gage to continue in the Kingdom: 

But, 


FE: #7 

But, I was grieved that larger Offers 
had been made from Abroad; They 
were ſoon ſpirited away, and I never 


more expected to ſee that Art revive 
. E 
in Ireland. 


Bor, how agreeable was my Diſ- 
appointment when I lately beheld the 
Leixlip Factory carried on, by Dixon, 
and Partners, in a Manner ſurpaſſing 
any Excellence to which I conceived 
the former Art might arrive by 
Time and further Invention. 


Txzss People have extended the 
uſual Drawings of Flowers, Fruit, 
and Foliage, to the Repreſentation 
of Animals in their natural Delinea- 
tions and Colourings, and, even to 


the Expreſſion of Portrait and Hiſ- 
tory- 


1 

tory- painting, as alſo of Landſcape 
and Architecture in due Proportion 
and Perſpective. They have further 

diſcovered an admirable Secret for 
fixing the ſeveral Colours, in ſuch a 
Manner, that they endure the Bleach 
and waſh without Change or Decay. 
And, laſtly, They have contrived 
Machines, each of which will work 
off 300 Yards of Linens thus im- 
preſſed in a Day; inſomuch that the 
Cheapneſs of Sale, through the 
Quickneſs of Execution, leaves the 
Demand for this Manufacture with- 
out Limitation. 


Mr. WYSE, of Waterfard, hav-. 
ing expended near twenty thouſand 
Pounds of his own Subſtance in an 
Apparatus of Mills and Machineries 
for the Manufacture of Metals, was 


rewarded 


1113 J 
rewarded, laſt Seſſion, with a Par- 
liamentary Bounty of . 4000. 


Tuts, I fear, has encouraged him 


to ſtretch his Views and his Enter- 


prize beyond the Compaſs and Pow- 


er of any Individual. 


He has formed a daring Scheme 
of eſtabliſhing a Colony of Three 
Hundred foreign Artificers of Hard- 
Ware at Waterford, who, with their 
Apprentices, ſhall comprize all the 
Branches of Metal- Works. He has 
already introduced many, and en- 
gaged many others, and has actually 


built upward of Thirty Houſes with 


Shops and other Appendäges for 
their Accommodation. 
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Wnar the Iſſue will be, whether 
the Ruin of //y/e, or the Advance- 
ment of his Country, Time alone 
can determine. I ſhould grieve at 
the Firſt, I ſhould rejoice at the 
Latter; but I need neither Time 
nor Deliberation to affirm, that a 
few Men, like this, would make a 
Nation. 


I CHOSE the above Inſtances 
from the Three Manufactures of 
Linen, Metals, and even of Glaſs, 
though, comparatively, of ſmall 
Import, as they are Three Staples 
12 univerſal Demand throughout the 
commercial World. And, ſhould 
this Paper have the Advantage of 
coming into the Hands of any Go- 
vernor, or Legiſlator, any of Power 

and 
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and Will to promote the Proſperity 
of Ireland, I earneſtly beſeech him 
to animadvert, a while, on the few 
following Remonſtrances. ---- That 
the Enterprize and firſt Settlement, 
of any national Manufacture, muſt be 
attended with great Expence, and, 
during its Minority, is of ſmall and 
very precarious Profit. That ſuch 
MHanufactures require extraordinary 
Reinforcements, in Proportion to the 
Rivalſbips with which they have to 
contend. That no national Under- 
taking hath yet been carried into due 
Execution and Extent, without a na- 
tional Fund and Aid for the Purpoſe. 
And that, if our Linen-Pabric had 
mt roſe on Parliamentary Pillars, we 
would have bft the Yearly Million 


which We nom enjoy. 
Ef LeT 
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Laer us however ſuppoſe our Arts 
in great Forwardneſs, our NAVI- 
GATION already compleated, and 
Ireland, thereby, poſſeſſed of an 
additional Revenue of Twelve Mil- 
lion Vearly. The following Queſ- 
tions may, thereon, occur. Will 
not this Profuſion of Wealth be 
more than the Inhabitants can duly 
enjoy ? Will it not introduce Lux- 
ury? And will not Luxury intro- 
duce Idleneſs? And will not Idleneſs 
again reduce Us to our accuſtomed 
Poverty ? 


Tus Spaniards, before the Con- 
queſts of Mexico and Peru, were, 
comparatively, a numerous, indul- 
trious, and thriving People; and 
the Product of their Manufactures 


was 
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was nearly threefold what it is at 
preſent. But Spain, upon the ope- 
ning of her Gold and Silver Mines, 
fat, like a Lady in State, the at- 
tendant World worked for her; and, 
while ſhe loſt, at once, her Inclina- 
tion to former Labour, and her 
Knowledge of former Arts, her an- 
nual Income was drained, as through 
a Sieve, into other Countries, and 
nothing remains with her, of that 
Immenſity of Treaſure, ſave the 
Luxury, Pride, and Indolence, and 
Ignorance that it produced. 


Spain, in this Caſe, reminds me 
of a certain Mechanic who found a 
large Crock of Money within an 
old Wall. The Implements of his 
Trade were inſtantly caſt aſide, At- 
tendance and Equipage were be- 

ſpoke, 
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ſpoke, Banquetting and Riot enſued, 
and he had no Notion of ſparing 
what he thought could never come 
to an End. When the firſt Hurry 
of his Joys had ſubſided, he found 
himſelf uneaſy, as out of his proper 
Element; and a ſingle Year con- 
vinced him that his Treaſure, though 
great, was not inexhauſtible. In 
this Mood, a poor Traveller applied 
to him for Charity, and he careleſly 
threw him a Parcel of Guineas; you 
are miſtaken, Sir, cried the Man, 
this is Gold that you give me. Keep 
it, keep it, honeſt Friend, replied 
our Mechanic, the ſooner my Mo- 
ney is out, the ſooner I ſhall return 
to my old and honeſt Occupation. 


Now, had this Tradeſman earn- 


ed this extraordinary Treaſure by 
1 the 
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the Product of his Ingenuity and 
the Sweat of his Brow, no one liv- 
ing can ſuppoſe he would have 
ſquandered it in like manner. On 
the contrary, he would have in- 
ſtructed his Family and Dependents 
in all the Crafts and Myſtery of ſuch 
a lucrative Employment; and he 
would, to his dying Day, have pre- 
ſerved the Source open, from which 


his Prof; perity originally flowed. 


Hex, then, lies the Difference 
between Shain and other Countries. 
The Wealth of Spain was not the _ 
Oft-ſpring either of Induſtry or of 
Art, it had no Relation thereto, it 
had no Connection therewith, and 
therefore proved an irreconcileable 
Enemy to the one and to the other: 
But the Wealth, that is the Off- 
ſpring 


1 
ſpring of Induſtry and Art, ever did 
and ever will procreate and propa- 
gate a Progeny like to the Parents, 
by which itſelf was begotten. 


Wär Men or Nations acquire 
Wealth by War, by Rapine, by Ac- 
cident, Fc. They are tempted to 
place their future Dependence on 
the like Means; they, thereby, loſe 
the Knowledge and Habit of pro- 
curing Riches or Subſiſtance in any 
other Way; and, when ſuch preca- 
rious Funds fail, they are inevitably 
reduced to Want and Beggary. 
When Men or Nations acquire 
Wealth by Induſtry and the Arts, 
they, alſo, are taught and prompted 
to continue, cultivate, and enlarge 
the Means from whence they de- 
rived their Proſperity, a Proſperity 


to 


1 i 


to which neither Period nor Bounds 
have yet been appointed. Avarice 
may pile, Robbery may plunder, 
hidden Treaſures may be found, 
new Mines may be opened, the 
Gameſter may win Caſh, the Con- 
queror may win Kingdoms; but, 
ſuch Means of acquiring Wealth are, 
as a Veſſel of Water poured out on 
the High- Way, you, at once, ſee the 
Commencement and Determination 
of the Stream. While the Treaſure, 
that is acquired by Induſtry and the 


Arts, ariſes, proceeds, and continues 


to be ſupplied by a never failing 
Source, the only living Fountain 
from whence the Wealth of this 
World muſt naturally, and neceſſa- 


rily, and eternally flow. 
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Irx yet remains to be apprehend- 
ed, that an additional Revenue, of 
Twelve Millions yearly, would be 
more than our Inhabitants could du- 
ly enjoy. But, let us not be over- 
come by our Fears on this Head. 
The Number of Inhabitants was e— 
ver known to encreaſe with the 
Wealth of a Nation, and Mouths 
are rarely wanted where a Feaſt is 
prepared. The many Thouſands 
that would thereby be retained in 
this Kingdom, the growing Off- 
ſpring of thoſe Thouſands, the En- 
couragement that ſuch Wealth 
would give to Matrimony and Pro- 
creation, with the Multitudes that 
would thereby be attracted from A- 
broad, could not fail, in a few Years, 
of accumulating our Numbers to, 

at 
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at leaſt, Six Million; a Number, 
which the Product of our Lands, 
in their preſent unimproved State, 
could plentifully ſuſtain, provided 
that Product was no otherwiſe ap- 
plied. Now, Forty Shillings per 
Head, the Proportion of Twelve 
Millions to Six Million of Inhabi- 
tants, may not be deemed, on ſe- 
cond Thoughts, ſuch a mighty In- 
cumbrance; and ſhould any Part 
thereof be in Danger of Stagnation 
or Waſte, it might be worthily rea- 
lized, in the fencing and manuring 
of Lands; in Gardens, Orchards, 
Ponds, Plantations; in Buildings, 
Plate, Furniture, Gems, Libraries, 
Statues, Paintings; and even in fo- 
reign Settlements, Purchaſes, Loans, 
Lodgments, &c. | 
e 2 THUS 
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THUS a Revenue or yearly In- 
come of Twelve Millions Sterling, 
daily growing and well aſſured, and 
not ſubject by Nature to Waſte or 
Decay, would, ſurely, be a very 
deſireable, and a very ſufficient Sub- 
ſiſtance for this Nation. An Ac- 
quiſition, like this, certainly merits 
ſomething more than mere Wiſhes 
and Indolence at our Hands; ſince 
it would be more than an Equiva- 
lent for the Purchaſe of the Whole 
Kingdom, for all the Labours of our 
Lives, and for the utmoſt Efforts of 
our Poſterity during ſeveral Genera- 
tions. It is, therefore, of the wor- 
thieſt Conſequence, to inquire at 
what Rate, or at what Price this Ac- 


quiſition might be made. 
| WHEN 
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WEN Hannibal ſhewed his 
Countrymen, from the Tops of the 
Alps, the luxuriant Regions of Italy 
expanded before them, He did not 
promiſe the Gift without propoſing 
the Conditions, his Terms were 


WIN AND ENJOY. 


Bor, if the Army of Hannibal, 
when fired by ſuch a Proſpect, with 
eagerneſs embraced the doubtful and 
deadly Conditions, how much more 
inſtant and eager ought we to be in 
attempting an Acquiſition, where 
we have no Death to fear nor 
Doubts to encounter; an Acquiſition, 
of infinitely greater Worth to the 
World, than That of all the Con- 
querors that ever were created; an 
Acquiſition that gives to all Men 

without 
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without deducting from Any; that 
ſerves to propagate not to depo- 
pulate, to multiply not to deſtroy. 


Ler Us fit down, then, and 
count the Coſts by which this Enter- 
prize may be accompliſhed ; let us 
ſee at what Price this mighty Pur- 
chaſe might be made. 


Tun preſent Rates of Purchaſes, 
throughout this Kingdom, at a Me- 
dium, may be eſtimated to 25 Years, 
and 25 Years Purchaſe of twelve 
Million amounts to the principal 
Sum of zoo Million Sterling. Could 
Ireland, therefore, procure ſo mighty 
a Sum for the Purpoſe, She would 
undoubtedly make a worthy and 
gainful Bargain; ſince Nations are 

not, 


* a 
BS 
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not, like Individuals, mortal; ſince, 


in 25 Years, ſhe would receive her 


full Principal, and afterward retain 
her yearly 12 Million for ever. 


As 300 Million, however, is a 


Sum, for the raiſing of which, 1re- 


land may not have Means at Home 


or Credit Abroad; we will com- 


paſſionate her Inability, we will a- 
bate of this Demand, we will aſk no 
more than a fingle Year's Purchaſe, 
and, in lieu of the principal Sum of 
12 Million, we will aſſure Her of 
a yearly Return of the like Sum for 


ever. 


Ireland cannot be ſo infatuated 
as to decline this Bargain. For the 
compaſſing of ſuch a Purchaſe, all 


Funds 


— 
8 2 © n _ 


ce 
. 
—ͤ—4— ——— — — 


IL 128 
Funds ought to be emptied, and all 
Refourſes ſought. The Wealthy 
| ſhould pour out the whole of their 
Abundance, the Widows of the 
Church and Army contribute their 
Mites, and, like the //raelites in the 
Wilderneſs, this Nation ſhould diveſt 
itſelf of all its Plate, Gems, Jewels, 
Toys, Trinkets, and Ornaments, 
toward the compleating of this Ta- 
bernacle to the GOD of Benevo- 


lence, of Honeſty, of . and 
the Arts. | 


EY yet, we ſhould feel a Re- 
luctance in parting with our Finery; 
we muſt venture, in ſuch Caſe, to 
make a further Abatement; and, it 
is conceived, that a preſent Advance 
of a ſingle Million, being but one 
Month's 
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Month's Purchaſe of the yearly In- 
come propoſed thereby, may, with 
Time, Contrivance, and good OEco- 
nomy, ſuffice to accompliſh this be- 
neficent Undertaking: But, if, even 
this ſmall Proportion ſhould be 
grudged or with-held; we muſt, then, 
caſt about for other Means and Ex- 
pedients; and we will try what may 
be done toward this great Acquiſi- 
tion, without any Loſs or Deduction 
from our preſent Revenue, and 
without a Pennyworth of Damage 
or Expence to the Nation. 


In a Computation, which I have 
made of the Excavation of our 
GRAND CANAL, I find that the 
cutting and carrying off of 50,005 
ſquare and ſolid Yards will, at a 

KY Medium, 
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Medium, be an ample Allowance for 
each Mile, and, therefore, that the 
Excavation of 43,640,000 cubic 
Yards would compleat the digging 


of the Grand Canal from one End to 
the Other. 


I alfo find, on a further Compu- 
tation, that a Number of Canals 
tantamount to Twelve, ſuch as the 
GRAND CANAL, would, nearly, 
finiſh the Navigation of the whole 
Kingdom, from the Shannon to Dub- 
lin by the Southern, and, again, 
from the Shannon to Dublin by a 
Northern Line. From the preſent 
grand Line to //aterford by the 
Barrow, and, on the other Hand to 
Drogheda by the Boyne. Acroſs the 


Shannon to the Sea at Galway by 
the 
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the Suck, and again from the Heads 
of the Shannon, to the Heads 
of the River Earn, and thence to 
the Sea near Ballyſhannon. From 
Lough Neagh to Derry on the one 
Hand, and again from Lough Neagh 
to Newry and Belfaſt on the Other. 
With the ſeveral Junctions, Com- 
munications, and collateral Branches, 
&c. And I find, that the whole Ex- 
cavation of theſe Canals would a- 
mount to no more than about 
43,680, ooo ſolid Yards. | 


Now, as one Man can, with eaſe, 
cut and carry out two ſolid or cubic 
Yards, at an Average, every Day, 
it follows that 21,%40,000 Men 
make the Number preciſely requiſite 


tor digging the national Navigation ; 
R 2 and 
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and it follows, as ſurely, that 80 
thouſand of our idle Hands, if em- 
ployed therein, would, in much leſs 
than a Year, accompliſh the Buſineſs, 
and might amuſe themſelves on 
the Water the Remainder of the 
Term, 


O, could I inſpire the People, of 
this liftleſs and dejected Country, 
with any Spirit of Patriotiſm! With 
-any Spirit even of Avarice! With 
that Deſire of Proſperity, to them- 
ſelves and their Deſcendants, that is, 
in any meaſure, adequate to a Work, 
ſo fully pregnant with Bleſſings and 
Beneficence: Should all other Means 
and Expedients fail, our very Wo- 
men with Kitchen Implements, our 
Infants with the Inſtruments of A- 
muſement, 
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muſement, and even our Ladies, 
with Bodkins to dig, and Thimbles 
to carry out, would in a few Years, 
compleat this mighty Affair; though 
[ have often heard it affirmed to be 
impracticable and impoſſible, through 
a Succeſſion of many Centuries, to 
the joint Efforts of the Nation. 


Pror Lx, of narrow Hearts and 
abridged Underſtandings, look on 
every Thing as ſtupendous, and even 
as impoſſible, that is not within the 
Compaſs of private Operation; not 
conſidering that a Work, of nation- 
al Intereft, ought to be mighty and 
extenſive, in Proportion to the End 
propoſed, and in Proportion to the 
Powers that are called to the Execu- 
tion. And yet, I am juſtly bold in 
| affirming 
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affirming that there are ſeveral Indi- 
viduals, of this Nation, Who, in 
leſs than half a Century, would 
ſingly be able to finiſh this very 
Work, that is propoſed to derive 
and perpetuate univerſal Proſperity 
to a whole People. 


Sorros a private Huſbandman to 
have Twenty in Family, All of 
whom he is obliged to maintain, at- 
ter a Sort, though he has no profit- 
able Employment for half of the 
Number. Suppoſe a Perſon of un- 
queſtioned Credit, ſhould come to 
this Huſbandman, and require from 
him the Loan of his 2oth Hand, for 
the Space of 7 Months in any parti- 
cular Year, or for the Space of one 


Month during a Succeſſion of 7 
| Years, 
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Years, aſſuring him, at the ſame 
Time, that out of the Labour of 
this 20th Hand, within the ſaid ſmall 
Term of 7 Months, He would raiſe 
to him and his whole Family, an 
ample Fortune for ever. Here, if 
this Huſbandman had ever been ac- 
cuſtomed to think at all, He could 
not take Time for Heſitation or Syl- 
logizing 1n order to be able' to. re- 
turn an Anſwer. It would inſtantly 
occur to him that he might probably 
be a Gainer, but could not poſſibly 
be a Loſer by ſuch a Bargain. That 
this 20th Hand was a uſeleſs Burden 
upon Him. And, that, if He would 
not lend him on the Terms pro- 
poſed, He mult baniſh or maintain 
him in Idleneſs, or permit him to beg 


or ſteal from the reſt of the Family. 
He 
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He would therefore, with Thanks 
and Joy, inſtantly cloſe with the 
Propoſal. And I ſay to my Coun- 
try, THINK AND DO LIKE. 
WIS. 


All Governors of Nations, who 
regard the Body or Mind, the Health 
or Morals of their People, will ap- 
point them ſome Kind of Action 
and Employment, though for the 
ſole and wholeſome End of Exerciſe 


alone. 


Would the General of a an Army 
keep his Soldiers in Strength, and 
Health, and Diſcipline, He muſt 
march and countermarch, encamp 
and decamp, open and fill Trenches, 


caſt up and 3 Mounds, with the 
ſingle 


=_— 

ſingle View of preſerving their 
Minds from Mutiny, and their Bo- 
dies from Sloth. And it is reported 
of Diogenes, who boaſted himſelf 
ſuperior to the Wants and Cravings 
of Mankind, that having no better 
Employment, he uſed daily to roll his 
Tub up and down Hill, in order to 
give himſelf an Appetite for his 
Roots and Water. 


Ir 1s evident, therefore, that, 
though no other End ſhould be ob- 
tained by the propoſed Navigation ; 
though Ownieorence ſhould ſend 
his Angels, again, to fill up the 
Channels; or that the Powers of 
this World ſhould join in an Injunc- 
tion prohibiting all the Living from 
paſſing therein: Our Brethren ſo 

VS: employed 
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employed would, however, be im- 

proved, in Health, and Action, and 

Induſtry, and Honeſty, and, there- 

by, rendered the more capable of 

an Undertaking of greater Benefit, 
if ſuch may be found. 


Tris is granted, All muſt fay. 
But what, ſay ſome, will become of 
the many Thouſands wrung, for the 
Purpoſe, from an almoſt Bankrupt 
and beggar'd Nation ? Should our 
Hopes prove abortive, ſhould any 
Poſſibility prevent the promiſed Suc- 
ceſs, are We not utterly undone by 
ſuch a Diſburſement ? Will not fo 
many Hundreds of thouſands of 
Pounds, as muſt be raiſed for defray- 
ing the Wages of ſuch Labourers, 
| be 
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be for ever ſunk and loſt to this 
diſtreſſed and needy Country? 


Nor a Penny, I reply. No, not 


the hundred thouſandth Part of 
that Penny will, thereby, be loſt or 
deducted from Ireland. All, All 
will be returned to Her, and will be 
actually enjoyed by Her, ina much 
more advantageous, and beneficial, 
Manner than any other Property of 
which we can ſuppoſe Her to con- 
tinue in the quiet and confirmed Poſ- 
ſeſſion. The Money thus diſtribut- 


ed, among the liſtleſs, needy, crav- 


ing, and querulous Members of her 


Family, will prove as Cordials and 
Reſtoratives to a languid Conſtitu- 
tion. Nothing will evaporate, not 
a Particle thereof will tranſpire; but 


8 2 altogether 
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altogether on the contrary, by pro- 
moting Circulation and removing 
Obſtructions, will communicate freſh 
Acton and Energy to the whole 
Syſtem, Need I further affirm that 
the Money, ſo expended and circu- 
| lated among Ourſelves, inſtead of 
loſing any Article of its own Weight 
or Value, will effectually add to the 
real Wealth of this Nation, by pro- 
moting and ſuſtaining the ſeveral 
Crafts and Craftſmen whoſe Products 
will be required for the Food and 
Cloathing of the ſaid Labourers; 
while the ſaid Craftſmen again, will 
tranſmit the ſaid Money to ſuch 
other Sons of Induſtry as may be 
employed in ſupplying the Ma- 
terials of their Manufactures, &c 
&. 


Wuurrr- 
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WarrEFoRE ſhould J longer heſi- 
tate, or fear to ſpeak the Truth? 
The Money which our Abſentees 
take from us; the Money which we 
tranſmit to foreign Countries, in lieu 
of Luxuries whoſe Poiſons and De- 
bauch we import, is, as ſo much 
Blood, drained from the Heart and 
Vitals of this Country, which can 
neyer return, and, whoſe Loſs muſt 
aſſuredly bring Decay and Diſſoluti- 
on, unleſs quickly ſupplied by other 
Means and Reſources: But the Mo- 
ney, that 1s circulated by Induſtry 
among ourſelves, is as the Life-Blood 
retained within the Body, which, 
while it prompts and animates to 
Action and Exertion, adminiſters 


Growth and Nouriſhment through- 
| out 
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out the whole Frame. And, thus, 
it is as clear as Light, to all who 
chuſe to ſee, that the Money, ſo ex- 
pended on our INLAND NAVE 
GATION, (abſurdly ſuppoſing that 
no better Conſequence ſhould enſue) 
would bring Gain but no Loſs, Ad- 
vantage but no Detriment, and Proſ- 
perity but no manner of Diſtreſs 


upon IRELAND. 


SUCH, therefore, are not the Ex- 
pences, but ſuch are the Benefits 
from which our thinking Enemies, 
or our thoughtleſs Zealots, would 


fave this NATION. 


ONCE upon a Time, I remem- 
ber not when or where, there lived 


a Nobleman of great Wiſdom, 
Worth 
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Worth and Fortune, and, in his 
Neighbourhood, a poor Houſhold- 
er, of an exceeding honeſt and good 
Heart, but, whoſe Intellects were 
not the moſt clearly enlightened. 


Tux Nobleman had ſeveral Ponds, 
Lakes and Fountains in his Gardens 

and Fields. The poor Houſholder 
had but one Spring-Well in his 
Bleach-Yard, which, however, with 
ſome little Prevention by Damms 
and Encloſures, might have proved 
very ſufficient for his Family and his 
Cattle. 


Now, Nature had formed a re- 
markable Declivity from the poor 
Man's Bleach-Yard to the rich 
Man's Garden, by which Means, | 

| ſhould 
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ſhould any new Springs be diſcover- 
ed, ſhould additional Water be im- 
ported by the Induſtry of the Fami- 
ly, or, ſhould extraordinary Showers 
fall down from Heaven, the rich 
Man, of Neceſlify, received the 
Advantage, for, whatever was ſu- 
perfluous to the Occaſions of this 
poor Family, flowed to him by a na- 
tural and eaſy Deſcent. 


Tris poor Houſholder had a very 
large Family of Children, and, like 
the Generality of Parents, was ever 
fondeſt of thoſe who leaſt merited 
his Favour. Several, of theſe his 
darling Sons, were ingenious 1n ma- 
ny Contrivances for diſſipating this 
Family-Fountain, Some provided 


Scoops and Engines that played to 


a great 
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a great Elevation, whereby, this 
| Water was turned into a Miſt, and 
ſo carried off by the paſſing Wind. 
Others imported a Variety of Fuel, 
and, by the Means of Fire-Engines, 
cauſed great Quantities to evapo- 
rate. While others, again, were 
daily indefatigable in draining this 
Spring to the very Bottom; with 
this Water they filled their ſeveral 
Buckets, and, were hugely delighted 
with the Employment of carrying | 
them to the rich Man's Garden, 
where they emptied them into Ponds 
that already overflowed; inſomuch, 
that, if that wiſe and worthy No- 
bleman, in Charity, as well as Poli- 
cy, had not iſſued ſome wholeſome 
Orders for the Supplies of faid 
Spring, he might, in Time, have 
loft the Benefits which he, himſelf, 

p derived 
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derived from it; and this poor, 
though filly, Family muſt have pe- 
kithed by Thirft. 


In the mean while, no one could 
appear more ſolicitous, than our 
ſimply-frugal Houſholder, for the 
Savings of his Water. It never en- 
tered into his Head that the Means 
recited could occaſion the leaſt Di- 
minution. But, when ſuch of his 
Children as were engaged in his do- 
meſtic Affairs, when ſuch as were 
intent on preſerving good Order in 
his Family, when ſuch as were em- 
ployed in preventing Encroachments 
on his Spring, when ſuch as were 
buſied and earneſt in encloſmg or 
carrying Supplies to his ſaid Water, 

when any of theſe, I ſay, being o- 
| vertoiled 
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vertoiled with Labour, required a 
neceſſary Draught; could he re- 
trench their Cup, he gloried in his 
Policy, nor once reflected, that 
whatever his Famuly drank, paſſed 
through their Bodies, and, being 
ſtrained and philtrated by the Sand 


and Gravel, returned to its native 
Fountain as pure as ever, and 


without the Loſs of a ſingle Drop. 


In Proceſs of Time, however, a- 
nother Houſholder aroſe, equal in 
Goodneſs, but ſuperior in Under- 
ſtanding to his Predeceſſor. He 
perceived the Vices, Errors, and 
Follies of his Family; but, ſome 
Parts of their Miſconduct he judg- 
ed to be incorrigible, and others 
he deem'd it dangerous or very 

2” I trouble- 
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troubleſome to reform. Wherefore, 
| Inſtead of retrenching the Diſſipati- 
ons of their Fountain, he ordered 
a Few of the lower Servants to dig, 
till they ſhould find and lay open 


another Spring. 


An Order, ſo new, ſo important, 
and ſo ſurprizing, occaſioned much 
Commotion and Debate in the Fa- 
mily. Some argued, that the Soil 
was ſo ſoft it would never ſtand cut- 
ting, and others affirmed it to be 
ſo hard that it could not be cut; 
but, however they might differ in 
Manner and Form, they all joined 
in laughing heartily at their Hou- 
ſholder and his Counſel, and agreed 
in concluding that he Project was 
impracticable. Till, with little 

Time, 


L 149 ] 


Time, and leſs Labour, the Water 
broke forth, as well to the Advan- 
tage as Shame of the Opponents. 


LaTziLy, when I related this Sto- 


ry to ſome Company, a Gentleman, 


remarkable for often diſcerning more 
than ever was meant, told me it 
was a Riddle that he could readily 
ſolve. That the Nobleman repre- 


ſented the Government of Great- 


Britain, and the poor Houſholder, the 
 quondam Government of Treland. 
That the Bleach-Yard was the Sta- 
ple of our Linen- Manufacture, from 
whence the principal Wealth of this 
Nation flowed. That the Contri- 
vances for diſſipating this Family 
Fountain, expreſs'd the Wantonneſs 
of thoſe who extravagantly laviſh'd 
what 
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_ what was very hardly got. That 
the Fire-Engines were the Coals 
_ yearly imported to {reland; and the 
Bucket-Carriers ſuch Abſentees as 
unſparingly drained the Income of 
their poor and needy Country to 
fill foreign Coffers that already over- 
flowed. And, laſtly, that the new 
Houſholder repreſented the preſent 


Patriot-Parliament, who, by pro- 


jecting and promoting an INLAND 


NAVIGATION, had opened the | 


new and capacious Spring from 
whence the Proſperity of this Nati- 


ON 15 expected to flow. 


Bur, how far this Gentleman 
might be right in his Conjectures, I 
leave wholly to the Reader. 


ERRORS 
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ERRORS are not always perſo- 
nal, they are often communicative, 
and are, fometimes, known to be 
of national Extent. An Opmion 
has long and largely obtained in 
Ireland, that England does not with 
us well, and this Miſtake gained 
ſuch Ground among us, that many 
of our Placemen, and Expectants, 
believed they could not better pay 
their Court to a Britiſb Miniſtry, 
than by diſcountenancing and diſ- 
couraging the Sciences, Arts, and 
| Manufactures of this Nation; like 
thoſe, of whom our Saviour pro- 
pheſied, that, while they perſecuted 
their Brethren, they ſhould imagine 
they did their God true Service. 


OFrFexces, 
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Oxrrences, no Doubt, have been 
mutually given; and little Jealou- 
fies will ariſe between the deareſt 
Friends; but ſuch Jealouſies are, 
rather, Inſtances of Affection than 
Malice, and Nothing can effect a 
real Breach between us, till England 
ſhall have Reaſon to apprehend our 
Power, or We to apprehend her 
Intention of cruſhing us; and, nei- 
ther the one nor the other can poſſi- 
bly come to pals, till England grows 
abſurdly deaf and blind to her own 
Intereſts, or till we ſee an Jriſb Fleet 
ſole Regent of the Ocean. 


Tus moſt malicious of Monkeys 
would not lop the Cat's Paw by 
which he is uſed to draw his Cheſ- 


nuts 


[ 153 ] 

nuts from the Embers. If the Fox 
is acknowledged a Lover of Poultry, 
we cannot ſuppoſe.him to with De- 
ſtruction to the Eggs by which they 
are to be produced. In ſhort the 
Lion would ſooner confine his Pur- 
veyor, the little Jackall, who directs 
the lordly Beaſt to his Prey, than 
Britain would check any Article or 
Off-ſpring of 1ri/h Art or Induſtry 
that does not immediately interfere 
with her own capital Staple. 


Lr no One, then, abſurdly ſur- 
mize or infinuate, that England, in 
favour of this Man, or that Family, 


of this Town, or that Corporation, 
would ſuppreſs her own Intereſts in 


any national Undertaking or Ma- 
nufacture of ours. We may as wiſe- 


U ly 
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ly ſuppoſe that ſhe would refuſe to 


admit a plenteous River through 
her Dominions, « leſt it ſhould ren- 
der ſome Springs leſs uſeful or con- 
ſpicuous, by which a few of her 
Kettles uſed to be ſupplied. 


On the contrary, ſince the Year 
Sixteen Hundred and Forty One, 
we muſt acknowledge that, in moſt . 
of the Tranſactions between us, in 
many private and public. Charities, 
Grants, Contributions, and Encou- 
ragements, from the Peaſant to the 
Peer, and from the Peer to the 
Prince, England has been truly 
friendly and beneficent to Ireland. 
That, from her Council and her 
Throne, ſhe ceaſes not to exhort 
us to every Act and every Art that 

can 
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can be propoſed for our Proſperity. 
That her Favour has diſtinguiſhed 
us, from every Nation, by an Im- 
munity from all Duties on our ca- 
pital Staple; and that the Perſons 
of her royal Houſe, neither wear 
nor admit Linen of any other Fa- 
bric, 


Tuos favoured as we are by 

England, her Colony, and her Of- 
ſpring, deſcended from the ſame 
Stock, born and bred under the In- 
fluence of the ſame Conſtitution, 
with the ſame Senſe of Religion 
and Spirit of Liberty, we are a Part 
of herſelf, her Fleſh, and her Bone. 
Attached to her, by every Tye that 
is intereſting or endearing, it is e- 

qually our Duty and Advantage to 
| WI promote 
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promote her Power and Pre-emi- 
nence, without Exception or. Limi- 
tation; and it is mutually the Duty 
and Advantage of England to che- 
riſh and protect, to permit and en- 
courage every Branch of Buſineſs in 
Ireland, that does not effentially 
claſh with her own Intereſt. Whe- 
ther any ſuch can be, whether any 
Species of 1ri/þ Manufacture would 
not mediately or immediately be 
beneficial to Eugland, is a Point 
which it will better become us to 
yield than debate, till Time and 


Experience ſhall undeceive her. 


Tur BEING who preſerves Or- 
der in Heaven and on Earth, by a due 
and proportionable Subordination of 
his Creatures, hath provided for the 

endleſs 


[ 157 J 
endleſs Amity of England and of 
Treland, by taking away the Poſſi- 
bility of Rivalſhip between them. 
Treland can aid but cannot oppoſe 3 
and England can protect but can ne- 
ver think of cruſhing the principal 


Support of her own Power and Proſ- 


perity. Should we provoke. Her, 
ſhould we fly from Her, as Face 
fled from the Houſe of his Father- 
in-law ; ſhould Hugland allo, like 
Laban, be tempted to purſue and 


take Vengeance upon Us; She will 


finally, like Laban, be compelled 


to ſay. Theſe Daughters are my 
Daughters, and theſe Children are 
my Children, and theſe Cattle are my 


Cattle, and All that are here are 


mine; and what now can J db unto 
theſe my Daughters, or unto the 
Children 
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Children which they have born P 
But, indeed, we can never forego or 
forſake England, till She, herſelf, 
ceaſes to be a free and humane 
People, till her Tyranny ſhall be- 
come ſo bloody, and her Burdens 
ſo inſupportable, that we ſhall be 
compelled to cry for Aid to the 
Deſpotiſm of her Neighbours, and 
ſtretch forth our Necks to ſome 
gentler Yoke. Till that Day (ever 
Diſtant, as I truſt) ſhall arrive; 
ſhould England take Umbrage at 
our quarrelſome Diſpoſition, ſhould 
She think us capable of placing our 
Affiance in any other Power or Pro- 
tection upon Earth; We are ready to 
to ſay Her as Peter ſaid to his Lord; 
m here elſe ſhould we betake us, or 
to whom ſhould we go? For Thou 
haſt 
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haſt the Words of true Religion and 


Liberty. We are a Kingdom an- 


nexed to her Crown. We are, in 
many Articles, dependent on her 
Copſtitution. We muſt conſequent- 
ly riſe or fall, as She mounts or 
declines. Her Strength is our 
Strength. Her Power is our only 
Protection. We can no Way, be- 
come conſiderable, but by partak- 
ing of her Glories; and the Riſe and 


the Meridian of her Glory 1s at 
Hand. 


For this Purpoſe, at this Period, 
Heaven hath ſent her a MINISTER, 
who hath ſhewn her the great In- 
heritance to which She is appoint- 
ed. He hath opened the Eyes of 
Britain to the Conſequences of her 

Situation. 
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Situation, He hath taught Her 
to reflect that, without a Naval 
Pre-eminence, She cannot be ſafe, 
and, without Commerce, that her 


Naval Power cannot be ſupported. | 


He hath perſuaded her to diveſt her- 
ſelf of her ſtately Robes and Orna- 
ments, and to aſſume the active 
Garb of a Trader, and a Tar. He 
hath convinced Her, by recent Proofs 
of ever glorious Memorial, that her 
Honour is, therein, annexed to her 
Intereſts, and that a Sail-yard is the 
ſureſt Sceptre of her Dignity and 
Dominion. He hath given Her 
to underſtand, that UNIVERSAL 
INFLUENCE is UNIVERSAL 
MONARCHY. That ſuch In- 
fluence is deſirable, to a free and 
brave People, for the Godlike Diſ- 


penſation 
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penſation of Benefits alone. That 
the Bonds of Beneficence were never 
caſt aſide. That one Triumph of 
the Britiſh Flag is more available for 
this Purpoſe, than the Conqueſt of 
the four Continents. That the Re- 
gency of the Ocean to a free and 
juſt Arbiter, would prove to be the 
Regency of all Lands beneath the 
Moon. And that Britain, by ſuch 
an Influence, would not poiſe the 
conteſted Ballance of Europe, a- 
lone; but would hold the great 
Beam of Juſtice and Truth, by 
which the World would demand 
to be 3 at her Pleaſure. 


BUT WHILE the Day of Bri- 
tain ariſes and We rejoice 1n her 
Light; let us not be blind or averſe 

: X to 
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to the only Path that can lead 
Us to her Service, or our own Proſ- 


perity. 


E have evidently ſhewn, and re- 
peatedly demonſtrated that a uni- 
verſal Navigation, throughout this 
Kingdom, may be eaſily, and 
ſpeedily, and profitably accompliſh- 
ed, without a ſingle Penny of Ex- 
pence to the Nation. 


Thoben no One can diſpute 
what I have affirmed on this Head, 
old Prejudices will yet ariſe, and old- 
Ideas occur; and People, like Par- 
rots, will be apt to repeat the trite 
though unmeaning Targus of Lp 
culty and Coſt, 


Ir 
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Ir may be worth a few Lines 
more to filence this Battery. 


READER, were it propoſed that 
an ample Fortune ſhould be ſettled 
on You and Your's, upon this ſimple 
Condition, that You ſhould muſter all 
the Money you poſſibly could, and re- 
move it from one Packet into the Other, 
I aſk, would You reject the Pro- 
poſal ? You anſwer, No. Do not 
then reject, on the Part of your 
Country, what you would readily 
and joyfully accept on your Own. 


ALL the Pockets in this Nation, 
are the Pockets of the Nation. The 
Money required, for defraying the 
X 2 Expences 
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Expences of our Navigation, was 
once 1n theſe Pockets. If our Par- 
liament are pleaſed to reſtore it, 
pray, where 1s the Prejudice? Who 
has a Right to complain? If 
the Sum, ſo reſtored, is diſtributed 
among our Labourers, and by them, 
again, given in lieu of Food and 
Raiment, 'it is circulated but not 
loft, it moves but continues among 
Us. If, by the Means thereof, our 
GREAT WORK goes forward; if 
this Kingdom is, thereby, opened, 
from Sea to Sea, and Port to Port, 
for the Admiſſion of Commerce, 
Induſtry, Arts, Plenty, and Proſpe- 
rity. Then will an ample Fortune 

be ſettled on Treland, on the ſimple 
Condition above propoſed, of tranſ- 
ferring the ſaid Money from Man to 
Man, 


4 
Man, of removing it from one Pocket 
into the Other. | 


— 


SUCH as was the Preſcription for 


the Leproſy of Naaman, juſt ſuch is 


the Preſcription for the Poverty of 


Ireland. WASH AND BE 
CLEAN.. DIG AND BY 
RICH. 


IN the mean Time, let no par- 
' ticular Patron, of this or that 


Branch of our Navigation, repine 


at the Preference given in Point of 
Time to Another. Some muſt open 
the Paſs for the Admiſſion of 
Others, and the leading of One is 


the beſt Aſſurance that can be 


given for the Following of the 
Other. 
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Wuire Eſau and Jacob ſtruggled 
for Precedence from the Womb, 
had not One of them prevailed, 
the Contention muſt have proved 
equally fatal to Both. But Eſau 
| ſerved as a Harbinger to the Birth 
of his Brother. Such will the 
Southern Line be to it's Rival of 
the North, and the Latter may 
yet obtain the Bleſſing from it's 


Predeceſlor. 


WHEN the Buſineſs, ſo laden 
with every Bleſſing, ſhall be ac- 
compliſhed. When our Canals, 
from County to County, and Coaſt 
to Coaſt, ſhall be covered with 


foreign and domeſtic Commerce. 
When 
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When their Banks ſhall be widely 
| ſpread with Cities, Towns, Vil- 
lages, Seats, Granaries and Gar- 
dens. When the intermediate Quar- 
ters ſhall entertain the Eye with 
Herds, Flocks, and Deer, fruitful 
Hills, and yellow Harveſts. When 
Idleneſs ſhall have refigned his an- 
cient Inheritance to Action, and Art 
ſhall have ſucceeded to Ignorance, 
throughout the Land. When the 
preſent liſtleſs Silence, that reigns 
over Ireland, ſhall give Place to the 
Noiſe of Wheels, Reels, Looms, 
and Hammers, the Sounds of In- 
duſtry and Songs of Joy. When 
Foreigners ſhall enquire, how came 
all This about ? Who planned this 
vaſt Scene of Plenty and Proſpe- 
__ ? Who projected, 3 


Or 
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or brought it to paſs? Poſterity will 
anſwer—— THE PARLIAMENT 

| OF SEVENTEEN HUNDRED 
AND FIFTY NINE. k 
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